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surface Mining Control and
<e Jarnation Act

Regulaiory requirernenis for coal mines are
cifferent inan for oiner types of mines. Spurred
0y major environrmenial irnpacis fror rorlJ
mining Inine 1960's and 1970's, ine U.S
Congress passed tne Surface Mining (onrroJ
and Reclamation Act (SMICRA) In 1977.
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Offlce of Surface Mining 7

MICRA’s goal are met Is ine

D
the Departrnent of ine Interior’s
ce Mining (OSIM).

m Maring sure tnat
responsiollity of
Office of Surfac

Lrface

b
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= TWOo major prograrms were created 0y in
VIning Law

a A reclarnation prograrn for apandoned mine lands.

a A regulaiory prograrn for actlve coal mining and
reclarnation operations,



Alasia Coal Prograr

The fec Ie al Act CIJJO rlJJovved JrJfIJ\/JflllrlJ fates [J
J

(M

l\/lmmg s OnrroJ and Re Jrlmgluom r\u on May 2,

19635,
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PUrpose of tne Act
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= Toassure inat coal mines are operaied In a rmanner
tnat protects cltizens and the environment during
rmining.

= Assure inat ine land Is restored to stanle and
oroductive use following rninir J

n |V]Itlgate the effecis ijjeur mining py aggressively
ouulmg reclarnation of apandoned rine lands (AML

Prograrm).



Apandonead Mine Land

A reclamation omgr?lrr | for aoarnconad rmine
lands, Tunced py 35¢ Tees tnat operators pay or)
cach ton of coal rmined, to reclalim land and
walter resources acdversely affecied oy ore-1977
coal mmmg.
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azardous Openings







Raclalrned Mine Plis




Adminisiration and Enforcernent

ssentlal elernents of tne Alaska Coal Regulatory

rograrri:

Exploration and paseline studies of the siie a

berore any activity occurs,

g Permitting systern 1s to make expeciations Known o and
oinding on ine operator, Including punlic participation

1 65 separaie performance standards for a varlety of coal

mining activities - ever/rmmg frormn the placement of signs

statistical requirernents for measuring revegetation succe

1 Reclamation perforrmance vonds,
a Montnly Inspections of each active mine siie,
a Criminal and civil penalties for violation of the Act,
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Geology

Surface Water Quallity & Quantity
Groundwater Quality & Quariiity

Meteorology/ Alr Quality
\/EJE £

Ish anc Wildlite
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Ooperatlon and Reclamatlon Plans

Operations Plar

Blasting Plan

Alr pollution conirol

Fisn and Wildlife protection plan
Reclarnation plan

Post rmining land use

Proteciion of tne nydrologic balance
Protection of oubJ](* paris and nistoric places
Relocation or use of ounlic roads

J
Transportation facilities



Deparirnent of Natural Resources (DNR)
Deparirnent of Environrmeriial Conservatior
(DEC)

Deparirnent of Fisn and Garmne (DF&G)

Deparirnent of Transporiation & Puolic
FeuJJwJ( DOT&PF)

Deparirnent of Cornrnerce, Cornrurnity ard
Econornic Develoorment (DCCED)

Deparirnent of Law (DOL)
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Surface Coal Mining Perrmit (DNR)

Darr Safety Certification (DNR)

Fish Flapitat ancd Fishway Perrits (DNR)
Water Rignis (DNR)

Cultural Resource Proteciion (DNR)
Coastal Zone Corisister) / Deterrnination (DNR)
Rignt of Way/Access (DNR/DOT)

Sewage Treatment Systern Approval (DEC)
solid Waste Disposal Permit (DEC)

Alr Quality Permits (DEC)

Drinking Water Supply (DEC)



Federal Agencles

US Environmental Proteciion Agericy
US r\rm/ Corps of Engineers

US Flsnand Wildlife Service

National Marine Fisnerles Service
Mine Flealtn and Safety Adrninistration

Offlce of Surface Mining
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J P'e-’ \pplication reetings and outreach
o Attend local cornrmunity rmeetings

Forrmel Puplic Process
o Public notic
o Puplic |V]eet
a rlearings

ce
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Nngs

NEPA punlic participation

- Cornments and questions are always welcorrne!






Ooperatlon and Reclarnation



Coal Mline




Typlcal Surface Coal Mining Metnods




Distance ~1 mile

Two Bull Ridge
Usibelli Coal Mine
ealy Alaska




Truck / Snovel Operatiorn




Of]

It

Ders

O

Ine

ul

0

|

r
c

Dr




Drilling and Blasting




Coal rFlaulage and Stockolles
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Coriveyor







Reclarnation
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Raclarnation Pracilces
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Distance ~1 mile




sacicrilling and Regrading







seeding




Reclamation Bonding

a [rne amount of tne oond snall reflect tne
reclarnatlol

propaole difficulty of ine

m Bond Release

_

Pnase | — Cornpletion of packfilling, grading,

and drainage wnrroJ

nase |l — Replacement of topsoll and tne

€] )JJS'HMHHF of vegetaiion
111 =10 years after final cornpletion of all

e coal mining & _Jlrechlmcl[Jon actlvitles.

Q>

\ﬁ\



Q)
CO

@)

AN

-1—)
1

L,

)

D)
L,










]
Q))

AN

CO




O\
O
O
N

-1—)

L,

D
—)




Inspecilon and Enforcernent




Evaluate Perrmit Conditions
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Conduct Voritoring
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