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NOTICE OF PROPOSED EASEMEMT RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR THE VILLAGE OF KWETHLUK

Pursuant to Departmental regulations (43 CFR 2650.4-7), notice is hereby
provided of public easements identified on Tands selected by Kwethluk
Incorporated.

Subject to valid existing rights, the following described lands will be
conveyed in the near future. These lands are only a portion of the total
selected lands which are shown on the enclosed maps:

Seward Meridian

JT' 6 N., R. 68 H.
sections 1-16,22-26,35,36

T. 6 N., R. 67 W,
sections 4,5,8,9,16,17,20-22,31,34

/T, 7 N., R. 69 W.
sections 1-3,11-13

JT. 7N, R, 68 M.
sections 1-30

T. 7 N., R. 67 W.
sections 1-7,11,12,17-19

T. 8 N., R. 70 W.
sections 1-4,9-16,21-28,33-36

J T.8MN., R. 69 Y.
sections 1-36

T. 8 N., R. 68 W.
sections 1-36

T. 8 N., R. 67 W,
OOy, ~ sections 5-9,17/-28,23-36




T. 3 N., R. 69 M.
sections 25-27,34-36

T. 9 N., R, 68 W.
sections 22-36

The following easements are hereby recommended for inciusion {n the
conveyance document under the provisions of section 17(b) of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971: -

2L A continuous linear shoreline easement 25 feet in
width upland of and parallel to the mean high-water
mark on both shores of the Kwethluk River and the
stream bed below the mean high-water mark.' The
Kwethluk River has significant public use and pravides
access to public lands.

10 C4 A continuous linear shoreline easement 25 feet in
width upland of and parallel to the mean high-water
mark on both shores of the Kuskokwim River.

11 C4 A one-acre campsite on the left bank of the Kwethluk
River upland of and parallel to the mean high-water
mark to facilitate use of the river. A 25-foot wide
easement is reserved below the mean high-water mark
on the hed of the Kwethluk River adjacent to the
one-acre campsite easement.

12 C An easement for the transportation of energy, fuel,
: and natural resources which are the property of the
United States or which are intended for delivery to
the United States or which are produced by the
United States.

13 ¢ The general right to enter upon the subject lands
for cadastral, geodetic, or other survey purposes,
together with the right to do all things necessary
in connection therewith.

The following easements are hereby not recommended for inclusion in the

conveyance document: .

1¢C3 Airstrip at Kwethluk. It should be covered under
section 14{c). Therefere, no easement is needed.

301 A 25-foot trail to public lands southeasterly from
Akjak. The trail was rerouted entively on iAkiak's
selection arca, thercby avoiding the Kwethluk selection
area. §
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State Office MAR 7 1979

- 701 C Street, Box 13
Anchorage, Alaska 99513

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

DECISION

Ewethluk Incorporated
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621

F-14883-2
Village Selection

Calista Corporation
516 Denali Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

4" s eu wr an W8

Lands Proper for Village Selection
Approved for Interim Convevance

On November 19, 1974, Kwethluk Incorporated, for the Native ‘
village of Kwethluk, filed selection application F-14883-2A

under the provisions of Sec. 12(a) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688, 701;

43 U.S.C. 1601, 16l1l1(a) (Supp. V, 1975)), for the surface

estate of lands located in the Kwethluk area.

As to the lands described below, the application is properly
filed and meets the reguirements of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act and of the requlations issued pursuant thereto.
These lands do not include any lawful entry perfected under
or being maintained in compliance with laws leading to
acquisition of title.

In view of the foregoing, the surface estate of the following
described lands, selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a), aggregating
approximately 131,463 acres, is conaidered proper for acquisitiocn
by Rwethluk Incorporated and is hereby approved for conveyance

pursuant to Sec. l1l4(a) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act:

Seward Meridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed)

.T. 6§ N., R, 67 W.
Secs. 4 and 5, all;
Secs, 9 and 9, all;
! Secs, 16 and 17, all;
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Secs., 20, 21 and 22, all; *
Secs., 27 and 28, all;

Sec. 31, all;

Sec. 34, all.

Containing approximately 8,309 acres.

T. 7 N., R. 7 W.

Sec. 1, all;

Sec. 2, excluding Native allotment F-17072
Parcel C;

Secs. 3 to 7, inclusive, all;

Secs. 11 and 12, all;

Secs. 17 to 20, inclusive, all;

Secs. 28, 29 and 30, all:

Secs. 32 and 33, all.

Containing approximately 11,307 acres.

T. 8 N., R. 67 W.

Secs. 5 to 9, 1nclusive, all;

Secs. 17 to 20, inclusive, all;

Secs. 29, 30 and 31, all:

Sec. 32, excluding Native allotment F-029105
Parcel B; ‘

Ssecs. 33 to 36, inclusive, all.

Containing approximately 10,660 acres.

~T. 6§ N,, R. 68 W,

Secg. 1 to 9, inclusive, all;

Sec. 10, excluding Native allotment F-17216;

Secs. 11 to 14, inclusive, all;

Sec. 15, excluding Native allotments F-17050
Parcel B and F-17216;

Sec. 16, all;

Secs. 22 and 23, all;

sec. 24, excluding Native allotment F-19254
Parcel B;

Sec. 25, excluding Native allotments F-16016
and F-17204 Parcel B;

Sec. 26, all;

Sec, 35, all;

Sec. 36, excluding Native allotments F-16016
and F-16008 Parcel A.

Containing approximately 14,027 acres.

. 7 N., R. B8 W.
Secs. 1 and 2, all;
Sec. 3, excluding Native allotment F-17212
Parcel B;




Secs
Sec,

Sec.
Sec.

Secs.
Sec.
Secs,
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Secs.

Sec.

Secs
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4 to 7, inclusive, all; *
8, excluding Native allotments F-17221
Parcel B, F«17210 Parcel C and F-17222;
9, excluding Native allotment F-17222;
10, excluding Native allotment F-17212
Parcel C;
11 and 12, all;
13, excluding Native allotment F-16015;
14 and 15, all;
16, excluding Native allotments F-17214
Parcel A and F-17057 Parcel A:
17, excluding Native allotment F-17214
Parcel A;
18, excluding Native allotment F-17072
Parcel B;
19, excluding Native allotments F-17061
Parcel A, F-~16807 Parcel B and F-16803;
20, excluding Native allotments F-16803,
F-17214 Parcel A and F-17015 Parcel A;
21, excluding Native allotments F-17214
Parcel A and F-16013 Parcel A;
22 to 27, inclusive, all;
28, excluding Native allotment F-16724
Parcel C;

. 29 to 36, inclusive, all.

Containing approximately 21,655 acres.

T. 8

N., R, 68 W,

secs
Sec.

Secs
SecC.

Sec.

sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec,

. 1 to 18, 1nclusive, all;

19, excluding Native allotment F-17069
Parcel B;
. 20 to 27, inclusive, all;

28, excluding Native allotments F-15262
Parcel A and F-17099 Parcel A;

29, excluding Native allotments F-19262
Parcel A and F-17211;

30, excluding Native allotments F-17099
Parcel B, F-19262 Parcel B, F-025345
Parcel B, F-17073 Parcel A and F-17060
Parcel B;

31, excluding Native allotment F-17212
Parcel D;

32, excluding Native allotments F-17212
Parcel D and F-17211;

33, excluding Native allotments F-17073
Parcel B, F-17212 Parcel A and F-~16009;

Secs. 34, 35 and 36, all.

Containing approximately 21,769 acres.
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T. 9 N., R. 68 W.

Sec.

Sec.
Secs.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec,

Sec.
Sec.

Sec,

22, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Natlve allotments F-16595 and F-16592;
23, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Native allotment F-16592;

24, 25 and 26, excludlng the Kuskokuak
Slough

27, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Native allotment F-17220 Parcel B;

28, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Natlve allotment F-13380;

29, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough;
30, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Native allotment F-17206 Parcel B;

31, excluding the Kuskckuak Slough and
Native allotment F-17080;

32, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Native allotments F-17080 and F-17214
Parcel B;

33, excluding the Kuskockuak Slough;
34, all;

35, excludlng the Kuskokuak Slough and
Native allotments F-17213, F-17069 and
F-17215;

36, excluding the Kuskeckuak Slough and
Native allotments F-17069 and F-17215.

Containing approximately 7,030 acres.

2, excludlng Native allotment F-16182
3, excluding Native allotment F-17219

11, excluding Native allotments F-16181
Parcel A, F-1648]1 Parcel B, F-17607 and

12, excluding Native allotments F-17050
Parcel C and F-17052 Parcel B;

/T. 7 N., R. 69 W.
Sec. 1, all;
Sec.
Parcel A;
Sec.
Parcel A;
Sec.
F-16182 Parcel B;
Sec.
Sec.

13, excluding Native allotment F-17210
Parcel B,

Containing approximately 3,217 acres.

T. 8 N., R. 689 W.

Sec. 1, excluding Native allotment F-17207;

Sec. 2, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough;

sec. 3, excluding the Kuskckuak Slough and Native

allotment F-17Z214 Parcel B;

.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Secs.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sac.

Sec.

Sec.
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4, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough, Tract C

of U,S8. Survey No. 4221 and Native allotments
F-1722) Parcel A, F-16481 Parcel A,

F-17057 Parcel B and F-17072 Parcel A;

5, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough, Tracts A,
C and D of U.S. Survey HNo. 4221 and Native
allotments F-17054 Parcel B, F-17050 Parcel A
and F-17070 Parcel A;

6, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak
Slough, Tracts A, B and D of U.5. Survey No. 4221
and Native allotments F-17054 Parcel B,
F-17076 Parcel A, F-17218 Parcel C, F-17219
Parcel B and F-13559 Parcel A;

7, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotments F-13559 Parcel A, F-17060 Parcel A
and F-19257 Parcel A;

8, all;

9, excluding Native allotments F-~17072
Parcel A, F-17210 Parcel A and F-19256
Parcel B;

10 and 11, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough
and Native allotment F-16483 Parcel B;

12, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotments F-17207, P-17217 Parcel A and
F-17206 Parcel A;

13, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotment F-17066 Parcel B;

14, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotments F-16724 Parcel B and F-13611;

15, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotments F-13611, F-17053 and F-17204
Parcel A; _

16, excluding Native allotments F-18289
Parcel B and F-17217 Parcel B;

17, excluding Wative allotments F-17217
Parcel B, F-17076 Parcel B and F-17067

Parcel A;

18, excluding Native allotment F-17055;

19, excluding Native allotment F-19260;

20, excluding Native allotments F~13781
Parcel B and F~19260;

21, excluding Native allotment F-13781

Parcel B;

22, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotment F-17053; )
23, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotments F-17067 Parcel B, F-17205,

F-13781 Parcel A and F-17052 Parcel A;

24, excluding Native allcotment F-17059

Parcel A;
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec,
Sec.
Secs.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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25, excluding Native allotments F-14189,

F-025345 Parcel B and F-17078 Parcel A;
26, excluding Native allotment F-17054

Parcel A;

27, all;

28, excluding Native allotment F-17015

Parcel C;

29, excluding Native allotments F-19260

and F~13781 Parcel. B;

30, excluding Native allotment F-19260;
31, 32 and 33, all;

34, excluding Native allotment F-17219

Parcel A;

35, excluding Native allotment F=-17218

Parcel B; ‘

36, all.

Containing approximately 17,878 acres.

T. 9

N., R. 69 W.

Secs.
Sec.
Sec,
Sec.

Sec.

25 and 26, excluding the Kuskokwim River;
27, all;

34, all;

35, excluding the Kuskokwim River and Native
allotment F-17079;

36, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotment F-17050 Parcel A,

Containing approximately 2,905 acres.

T. B

N., R. 70 W.

Sec.

Secs.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

1, excluding the Xuskokwim River and Native
allotment F-13556 Parcel A;

2 and 3, excluding the Kuskokwim River:
4, excluding the Kuskokwim River and Church
Slough;

9, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Church
Slough, Tupuknuk Slough and Native allotment
F-17(05) Parcel B;

10, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Tupuknuk
Slough and Native allotments F-13111,
F-17056 Parcel B, F-19256 Parcel A and
F-025345 Parcel A;
11, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak
Slough and Native allotments F-13111,
F~13556 Parcel A, F-17019 Parcel A and
F-17074 Parcel N;

12, excluding the Kuskokwim River, Kuskokuak
Slough and Native allotments F-17074 Parcel A,
F-13556 Parcel A, F-18288 Parcel A and F-19257
Parcel A;

13, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and Native
allotment F-17074 Parcel B;
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Sec. 14, excluding the Xuskokuak Slough;

Sec. 15, excluding Native allotment F- 17075;

Sec. 16, excluding the Tupuknuk Slough;

Sec. 21, excluding the Tupuknuk Slough:

Secs. 22 and 23, all:

Sec. 24, excludlng Native allotment F-17074
Parcel B;

Secs. 25, 26 and 27, all;

Sec. 28, excluding Native allotment F-17056
Parcel A:

Sec¢s., 33 to 36, inclusive, all.

Containing approximately 12,706 acres.

Aggregating approximately 131,463 acres.

The conveyance issued for the surface estate of the lands
described above shall contain the follow1ng reservations to
the United States:

1.

The subsurface estate therein, and all rights,
privileges, immunities and appurtenances, of whatsoever
nature, accruing unto said estate pursuant to the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18,
1971 (8% Stat. 688, 704; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(f)

(Supp. VvV, 1975)); and

Pursuant to Sec. 17(b) 5f the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688,
708; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1616(b) (Supp. V, 1975)), the
following public easements, referenced by easement
identification number (EIN) on the easement maps in
case file F-14883-EE, are reserved to the United
States and subject to further regulation thereby:

a. (EIN 2 L} A streamside easement twenty-five
{25) feet in width upland of and parallel
to the ordinary high water mark on all banks
and an easement on the entire bed of the
Kwethluk River from the point of tidal
influence in Sec. 4, T. B N., R. 69 ¥W.,
Seward Meridian, upstream to Sec., 1, T. 5 N.,
R. 68 W., Seward Meridian, Purpose is to
provide for public use of waters having
highly significant present recreaticnal use.

b. (EIN 11 C4) A site easement upland of the
ordinary high water mark in Seec. 10, T. 6 N.,
R, 6B W., Seward Meridian, on the left bank of
the Kwethluk River. The site is one (l) acre
in size with an additional twenty~five (25) foot




wide easement on the bed of the river along
the entire waterfront of the site. The site

is for camping, staging, and vehicle use.

c. (EIN 13 C) The right of the United States to
enter upon the lands hereinabove granted for
cadastral, geodetic or other survey purposes
is reserved, together with the right to do all
things necessary in connection therewith.

d. {EIN 14 C) A continuous linear easement twenty-
five (25) feet in width upland of and parallel
to the mean high tide line in order to provide
access to and along the marine coastline and
use of such shore for purposes such as beaching
of watercraft or aircraft, travel along the
shore, recreation and other similar uses.
Deviations from the waterline are permitted
when specific conditions so require, e.g.,
impassable topography or waterfront obstruction.
This easement is subject to the right of the
owner of the servient estate to build upon such
easement a facility for public or private
purposes, such right to be exercised reasonably
and without undue or unnecessary interference
‘with or obstruction of the easement. When
access along the warine coastline easement is
to be obstructed, the owner 'of the servient
estate will be obligated to convey to the United
States an acceptable alternate access route,
at no cost to the United States, prior to the
creation of such obstruction.

These reservations have not been conformed to the Departmental
casement policy announced March 3, 1978, and published as

final rulemaking on November 27, 1978, 43 FR 55326. Conformance
will be made at a later date in accordance with the terms

and conditions of the agreement dated August 23, 1978

between the Secretary of the Interior, Calista Corporation and
Kwethluk Incorporated.

The grant of lands shall be subject to:

1. Issuance of a patent confirming the boundary
description of the lands hereinabove granted after
approval and filing by the Bureau of Land Management
of the official plat of survey covering such lands;

2. Valid existing rights therein, if any, including
but not limited to those created by any lease
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{including a lease issued under Sec. 6(g) of the
Alaska Statehood Act of July 7, 1958 (72 Stat, 339,
341; 48 U.5.C. Ch. 2, Sec¢. 6{g) (1970))), contract,
permit, right-of-way or easement, and the right of
the lessee, contractee, permittee or grantee to the
complete enjoyment of all rights, privileges and
benefits thereby granted to him. Purther, pursuant
to Sec. 17(b}(2) of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act of December 18, 1971 (B5 Stat, 688; 43 U.5.C,
1601) Supp. V, 1975)), any valid existing right
recognized by said act shall continue to have what-
ever right of access as is now provided for under
existing law;

3. Requirements of Sec. 14(c) of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971 (85 Stat,
688, 703; 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613(c} (Supp. V, 1975)),
that the grantee hereunder convey those portions,
if any, of the lands hereinabove granted, as are
prescribed in said section; and

4, The terms and conditions of the agreement dated

: August 23, 1978, between the Secretary of the
Interior, Calista Corporation and Kwethluk Incorporated,
A copy of the agreement shall be attached to and
become a part of the conveyance document and shall
be recorded therewith. & copy of the agreemant is
located in the Bureau of Land Management easement
case file for Kwethluk Incorporated, serialized
P-14883-EE. Any person wishing to examine this
agreement may do so at the Bureau of Land Management,
Alaska State Office, 701 C Street, Anchorage,
Alaska.

Kwethluk Incorporated is entitled to conveyance of 138,240 acres
of land selected pursuant to Sec. 12(a) of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement pct. To date, approximately 131,463 acres

of this entitlement have been approved for conveyance; the
remaining entitlement of approximately 6,777 acres will be
conveyed at a later date.

Pursuant to Sec. 14(f) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, conveyance to the subsurface estate of the lands described
above will be granted to Calista Corporation at the same time
conveyance 1s granted to Kwethluk Incorporated for the surface
eatate, and shall be subject to the same conditions as the
surface convVeyance.

The Ruskokwim River, Kuskokuak Slough, Tupuknuk Slough and
Church Slough are considered to be subject to tidal influence
and navigable throughout the Kwethluk selection.
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Enclosed are copies of current status plats showing the lands
approved for conveyance along with maps showing the easements
to be reserved. .

In accordance with Departmental regulation 43 CFR 2650, 7(d)
notice of this decision is being published once in the Federal
Register and once a week, for four (4) consecutive weeks, in
both the Anchorage Times and The Tundra Drums. Any party -
claiming a property interest in lands affected by this
decision may appeal the decision to the Alaska Native Claims
Appeal Board, P,0. Box 2433, Anchorage, Alaska 99510, with a
copy served upon both the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska
State Office, 701 C Street, Box 13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513
and the Regional Solicitor, Office of the Solicitor, 510 L
Street, Suite 408, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, also:

1. Any party receiving service of this decision shall
have 30 days from the receipt of this decision to
file an appeal.

2, Any unknown parties, any parties unable to be located
after reasonable efforts have been expended to
locate, and any parties who failed or refused to
sign the return receipt shall have until
to file an appeal.

3. Any party known or unknown who may claim a property
interest which is adversely affected by this decision
shall be deemed to have waived those rights which
were adversely affected unless an appeal is timely

' filed with the Alaska Native Claims Appeal Board.

To avoid summary dismissal of the appeal, there must be strict
compliance with the regulations governing such appeals. (See
enclosed ASQO Form 2650-4.)

If an appeal is taken, the parties to be served are:

Rwethluk Incorporated
Kwethluk, Alaska 353621

Calista Corporation
516 Denali Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

78/ Judith A, Ramming
Chief, Division of ANCSA
Operations

BERUL P E
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Enclosures:

ASD Form 2650-4

Cy 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart J
Plats

Maps

Legend

ce:
Joint Federal-State Land Use
Planning Commission for Alaska
733 West Fourth Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 93501
(w/maps)

State of Alaska

Division of Lands

323 East Fourth Avenue
anchorage, Alaska 99501
{w/maps)

Birch, Horton, Bittner and Monroe, Inc.
Attn: Michael R. Spaan

733 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 206
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

(w/maps and plats)

Cole, Hartig, Rhodes, Norman & Mahoney
717 K Street, Suite 201

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

{w/maps and plats)

Mr, Earle Williams {(flp)
17¢th Ceoast Guard District
P.0. Box 3-5000

Juneau, Alaska 99802
{w/maps and plats)

DM-A (018)
(w/maps)

961/MKonklin/Sbunn/Dhiakakis:pd 01/29/79:ex-134/140

11
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- If‘?t’f”‘%lTANT DOCUHMENT ATTACHED (,

§ [ S
IN PEPLY REFER T

United States Department of the Interior 1262 (961
F-14883-A

BU RE%thE LPtBIPfMANAGEM ENT

a Akulikutak River Interim
ASO 1862-4

Summary Report
(Nov. 1978) Attachment 3
CERTIFIED MAIL e w
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED ' JUL 20 079

Kwethluk Incorporated
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621

Gentiemen:
We are happy to transmit the enclosed interim conveyance.

This is the original document conveying the described land
from the United States to you. It should ke kept in a safe
place. If you are satisfied that it is correct, you should
immediately record it in the Office of Recorder {District
Magistrate) of the precinct in which the property is located.

If you have any questions as to where you should record your
interim conveyance, please contact the State Recorder, State
of Alaska, Department of Administration, 941 West Fourth
Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. Be sure to include the
property description when writing for more information.

Sincerely yours,

0

Chief, Branch o djudication

Enclosures:
Interim Conveyance
Maps

INTERIM CONVEYANCE NQC. 2 13

CONSERVE
. VAMERICA'S
ENERQAY

Save Energy and You Serve Americal C&SCGIﬂ
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INTAL
FVuethluk Incorporated

{8 antitled ro a convoyance pursuant te Segs. 14(e2) and

22(1) of thn Alaska 'etive {lai-a fettlavent Act of Decarher 14,
1571 (Y% Drat, 438, 702, P15y A3 u.5,0, 1a9l, 1613(a),

1A21¢Y (1976)), of the surface ecstate in the follauving
sgeribet

landsy

Sevard Ueridian, Alaska (Unsurveyed)

T 6 day Ry 67 0,

3 and 0,
Tecs, 10 oand 17, ully
fees, 20, 21 and 22, a8l
Sees, 27 und 3, ally
Ntoc. 31, ally

Jee. 54, all.

Yooe,

Contalning approxinstely 8,309 acres,

T T N, R, 67 V.

Loe, 1, ally

Sec. 2, exeluding Hative allotiraene P=17072
Parcel Oy

Socs., 3 te 7, inclusive, ally

fecs, 11 sand 12, ally

Secs, 17 to
Soes, 28, 29
Seca, 12 and

20, fneclusive, all,

and A, all;
33, all,

Contalning approxinataly 11,307 scres.

m i

T
A e la g

R. 6711,

Tecs, o to 0, inelusive, ally

Sece, 17

Seca, 19,

Souc. 32,
Tarenl
Sess, 33

Gontalning apnprovicately 19,0

e
N e

noa
O ..,

to 20, ineluaive, ally
39 anmd 31, ally
excluding Hative alleotnent V-0290105
s
to 36, inclusive, all,

QCrai,

. B3O,

100 W
Voe. R
Neoa, 1
“ea, 19,
Parcel
Tac, 1A,
decs,
Geg, M,
Parcel
Yo . 25 »
an!
fac,
Jorn,

I
19
1

26,
35,

Intoerhn Convayanco
JUL 12

Pote

te

F=17204

7, inclusiva, ally

excluding lative allotoent ¥=17210
te 14, inelusive, 3ils

exalutng Navtep allotrents (17090
P oand P=172164

ally

and 23, allg

excehwiine Uatlive allotroent F=102
JI'V:'

axcluedian fative allotwonts
Parcal Ty '

534
F=103016

611,
ally

¥, ]

2l

oh
'£‘f¢p5‘ 0!

STV
972




I UGR Y

[

atarin

Laba

Jenvevance o,

See, 36, ewcluding iative allotrwents Fellii16
and F=16007 Parcel 4.

fonteining anproximutely 14,027 acres.

. " .
‘/;- 7 ‘,E-_L i‘:. FI'..‘! "u"

ok, L and 2, akly

Tee. 3, oxcluling Jatlve sllotment Fe17212
Farcael By

Jeca, 4 to 7, iocluslve, ally

Gae, S, cvvlnifn’ “ative allotrnents =17
Parcel B, {7=12210 Pavcel €, wund = 1732

Gec, 9, excluding war&vo allotiant F=17221

Sec. 19, axcelutding Dative allotsent F=17212
Parcel oF]

Necs, 11 and 12, ﬂll|

noe. 13, excluding fative allotment F-1063134

Teen, 14 and 1%, allg

Sec. b, oxelulding Vative alletioents F-17116
Parcel & and F=17057 Parcel Ay

qee. 17, oxeluding Hative allotnaone F-17214
Fareal Ay

“oe. 18, exeluding Yative alletment F=17072
Parcel 7

Sec, 19, nxcluding Tarive allotaents F=1T7061
Tarend A, F=16807 Tarcel 0, and F=164034
Sac, 20, exeluding Hative allotmenste F=-10807,
t-l7?1¢ “urcnl A, and F=1701% Parcal Ag

Sec, 21 oxeluding Dative allotments F=17214
Parcel A #nd F-16017 Parcel 4y

Saca, 22 to 27, inelusive, ally

Sec. 28, excluting Native alletnent F~16724
;argul Oy
ces, 1% to 39, Inclusive, all,

roba

A
]

.’

Containing approxirately 21,655 acres,

Te 3 Nay K, 6811

Saca, | to 12, ?nclvaivo, ally

Toc. 19, exeluding lative allotivoent F=17099
Ya:cul ity

Joce, 20 ve 27, inelusive, ally

Soe, 24, nwclu*in“ Sutive allotiencs Feld262
Parcel A und F=1729% Farcel Ay

Tpe. M0, exwcluing Uarive alletionts F=19262
Farcel A and F=17211g

See. 30, oxeluding Uative sllotments F=17009
nd,.nl B, F=19262 Tarcel %, ¥=025345 Purcel
Fal71973 :dftﬂl A, and F-17340 Parcel I

Sec, 3, exeluling Tative allotrent F-17212
Tarcel E,

Sme, 12, oxeluding Datlve alletnenrs ¥-17112
farcel D oand F=17211;

Sec. 33, axeluding fative allotonnts P=1707)
Fareel #, U=17212 Tarcel A, and Uel600%

Teecs, My, 13 and 2o, all,

Contalnins aprrorinately 21,799 aeras.

e D liey Fa 0B e

, fEcluding rthe Yuaboknaw Alaush omrd
o orllotaeaty T=1650% and U=155%%2

, oxeluding the Fuglokuak Sloush and
e allot-ent T=18592,

213

JUL 12 1979




Falf2i3en

Secs, 24,
Sloughy
f-nt.le'.!, 27,
Mative
Tug. 2k,
Lative
Soe. 219,
T, 3N,
Hative
Tee, 31,
Hdative
See. 32,
Hdative
Pargel
Tee, 33,
Sec, 34,
Soe, 39,
flanive

a

25 anmd

24

25, encluling the Puakelualk
excludting the Fuskobualr Tloush and
allotnent F=17220 Pareol Iy
excluding the Yuslobual Sleush gl
allotrent Fe13100y
exceluling the Fuskobuak

cxeluting
allo®meit
roluding
allovment
arxcluding

allotments

ity

the ¥uahohuak [lourh and
Fal?206 Parcel Py

the Uustelugal Slourh and

Pe17080,;

the Fusholbuak Sloush andd
Fal7082 ant C=17214

cacluding the Yasbokugk Sloushy
all H

exeluding the Fuskobuak lpush and
allormants '=17213, F=17049, and

Interis Convevance ilo,

Catae

Fel?213
See, 36, oxcelunilng the Fughokuak Sloush and
tative allotments [w1706% and F=17215,
Contaluing approxinately 7,030 acrog.

o

Te 7 Mo, R. 50 U,

Jec, T, ally

nee, 2, excluding Yative allotnent F=l618
Tarceal A}

qee. 3, excluding Macive alloroent ¥=1721%
Farcel A

Jec, 11, excluding Hative allovments F=1A131
Farcel A, F-16431 Parcel %, F=17607, amid
Fal(lR2 Parcel Hg

GSee, 12, exeluding Dacivo allotmenta F=17050
Pareel C and Fe17052 Pareal 5

Gec, 13, excluding Rative allotment Fe17212
tarcel B,

Tontaining approxinately 3,217 seraes,

Te B ., B, B0 Y,
aec, 1, excluding

Yative allotmont ©=17547;

neels 2y exclwdiing the Ruskokusk Slourhy

See, 3, oxeluding the Xushokuak Slouvh and
ative alloteent P=172314 Darcel 7y

See. 4, excluding the Fushkokual Slou
of 1 Survey Vo, 5221 and MNative
P=1722) Fareol A, T=10381 rarcel A,
F=17G57 Parcal %, and F=17072 Parecol

Joeo, %, excluding the Yusbolaak Sloush,
G oand B oof U,0. Gurvey oo 4221, and
allotrenta F=17%54 Tarcel B, F=174534
and FL17073 Pareel A

deeo B, exeluding the Ruskokuwln Yiver, Fushokuai
Slough, Trects A, 5 and N of .3, Turvey
Mo, 4221 awd Mative allotrents F-173]
Pareel 2, F=-17075 Pareel A, ©=1721% Farcel
C, Fel7219 Tareel B and F=13530 Parccl A;

See, 7, 2reluding the Dustoluak “lowxh and
Native allotments F=1353% Paroel HESW R ELE
Pageel A, and F=19257 Parccl 4y

See, %, alls

Gre, 3, excladine Yatdive allothenty Y-17670
Parecl A, P=17210 Parcal A, and Fa17254

213

”~
P

Jhy, Tract
oG ullatnonts
g

Tracts A,
attve
farcel A,

,
iy

JUL 12 1979




Pasn

vh A

Fareel &y

Lees, 1“ ana 14, eweliu¥inn tho Paokeligat 2laogoh
anl Hatdiue sallarcant Telis8 Papeanl iy

. 12, eolwiding tha toslalyal

ative allog-ents Y-17037, =177
aad P=1720% Barnel Ay
Tac. 13, exelndlne tae Dusbodbuak STogbh and

Lovee and
17 ¥orenl A,

Janive allotaent
Sec. VA, excludine o
Putive allen
Yal3611;
Dy 1By axelualing £0a Toabolinwds Dlanen
”'rivc allotronre T=17A11, F=17097
~172% Tayenl Ay
‘Knc. 16, exeluling Uative allstiears ©=17252
Parenal 7 oond F=17217 Tareel Mg
dee, 17, Ty A0, ewelwiineg Hptiva 21lnt-ears
FalZ7217 FPaprenl & oanl ¥=17074 Pireel ©
dee, IR, excloline Varcive atleotvent va
Cae, 17, myoluling Fatdlen alletmnn Me d
e, 2N auneludine Uative allntoanrs S=1370
arcel P oand =19260
fee. A1, Mg Ry VO axeluwling intivae
allokeent Y=13721 Varenl 74
tas, 21, nxeludine ehe Tgehataab
RET AL ardwe sllotrnet FLLI0RYy U0 0 iy
Tee, 21 chigdiae tha Haairobas' lou
and Tative #llotmentg U=17047 Tareel #,
F=l7205, ¥al1741 Parcel A, and F=173%2 Faceel Ay
Tee, 20, oxweluding Tative allotoent V=17050
Tarvel Ay
Sec. 29, exaludine Yatiwa alle
FaBTH345 Varen?
ool 28, eweludin
Fareel 4y
o, 27, Bh%, SRR
Yo, MR, 52Nk exeliiing
Vative allotoent v=-1701% ?drval "y NELy
Tee. 29, ocveludine Derdag allotieorts L7
st Tl 3731 Cavenl 'y
Gec. 3, mxeTudine tintiee allstieng Fo10287y
Tega, 3, 32 and 3, ally
Sae, M, oweludiar Vatlue allotiwas SL17010
Pareal Ag
Goee, N, rueln Nas Vatdvp o allpciant C=lF0E
Fapeal

A

3
A ¢ 1
Tao, O, ald

17068 Paresl vy
o g iabaalt Tlenah and
wenta F=l8704 Parvecl ©bosndd

nte Felblhd,
s Al Valln?l Parcol Ay
o ocative allaoti-onn F=177404

SRV T R LR Y

Aty
211y

atl;

ovelasing
fot wmar F=170
e, 36, oveluilnre the Voaioboar “loupt aoa
Tatdiwe alloteent Tel170% Papaal 4,

el rhp Sael g o vy

e Lustebeie Sivor snt o spivae

Ly aparowicatoly TU00% garon,
L R gy s
LN T [ .
. T, oveloiin: vo Yhaialasdir sl

ntdve allst wntr Val11665

AL F T o LR 9 2 1
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FP=14353=4

neew, 2 and 3, exclwilne the Pugkokuin Diverg

fee, 4, exeludine the Zushobwin liver and
Chureh Dloushyg

Sec, 9, execluding the Nushokuln Miver, Thuerch
Glousn, Tupuknuk 3leough, and lative allorrment
F-17350 revecel iy

Sec, 19, exeluwding the Yugkoklidn Biver, Tupukoak
Slonrh, and Hative allotiwnts ©=13111, F=17.054
Parcal B, Feluili Parcel A, and i=-J035345
Parecal Ay

tee, 11, 1, crelndine the Yugkobuvio 2iver and
lative allotient F=13530 Parcel A 507, excluding
the wusikokwin Wiver, Fuslkokaak Slough, and
Tative allotimnt F-13111;

See, 12, excluding the Fuskokwlm Rdver, Duzbolinak
Tlough and Matnive allotiante Fe17074 Yaveel A,
P=13556 Yarcel p, {=132d3 Parcel A, and
Fel@257 Pavpel Ay

fne, 13, exclvding the Yugkoluak Slourh and
tative allotiment F=17274 Pareel oy

fee, 14, excluding the Hugiobual Glaug

Sen. 15, excluding “ative allotrent

Sve. 16, aweluding the Tupuknule Jlousig

Sae. 21, exeloding the Tupaknuk Sloughy

Bevs, 22 and 23, alls

Yee, 24, sxeluding tative allotrent F=-17074
Farcoel By

Secs, 25, 26 and 27, ally

See, 20, excluding lative allotwent F=17054
Farcel Ay :

Oncs. 33 to 16, inclusive, all.

ALontaining approxioately 12,692 acves..

surepating approxieatelv 131,045 acrea.

MOV GRS YR, that there g, thercefnroe, sranted by the
UHITEL STATHS OF AURECH, unte fhe abova-naned corporation
tha surfuace catate In the land above-desceribed, 19 aVE A0R
TOOUOLD the sald estate with all the rishts, privilewves,
Lwpinitles, and appurtenanees, of whatseover nature,
therszunto belenping, unte the saild corpovation, {its
avccasgors and assiyng, forever:

TECUPTERG AMD RSUELRVIDG TO O THE URITRR STATRS [ron the
lands 5o srantely

1. The subaurface cstate tharein, and all rishues,
wrivilages, d-conities and appurtenances, of
wnataoever natutre, aceruding anto sald estdte
sursnant to the Alasta Vative Olalas Jettlenent
Act of PDecenber 18, 1971 €15 Stat, 083, T4
AR ULs . 10, 1613(Y) (13746)) and

2. Pursuant to Sec, 17(h) of the Alaska Jatlve Claius
Gettlement Act of Recasber 13, 1971 (83 3rat. H5%
T3y 43 UL5.0, 1601, 16ladhy (1075)), the
fallowine public ecagewents, refcrenced by eagenent
{:deptifteation muber (21} on the cuscrent wups
Attached to this Adncument, captoz of ululeh will be
found in casze {ille F=l4d483-01, sre resgerved to tiw

3 215

ateriu Jonveyenes 4o,

JuL 12 1979
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Palhandd=d

idnlted States and subject to furcher veeulation
thnrahy:

T, (o1 2 1)y A stveanside goreont tuenty-five
{25) feet In wi uplond of and porallel to
the ordinary hish water vark on all hanbks and
an epsevent on the entire Led of the Yvetrhluk
Ldver froir the paiat of tidal lufluence in
Tee, A, T8 0., B. 60U, seard tierddian,
vpskreart o fece 1, T. 5 68 ., Cewardd
“eritian, Purvore is to Tor pubiic
nge of ~aters havipg ‘ gisniticant
rrasent recrcatioral use,

1

Ca (KT 31 24) A site eagement unland of the
ordipagy high water mark dn leel L, 0, 0§ HL,
e &8 W, beward Nerddian, on the lorft baunk
of the Swothluk Diver, "he site 18 one
(1) acre in sizme vith an adiiltional
tuenty=Tfive (25) foot wide casovenh on the
ted of the viver alony the entire vateriront
of tho site, The aite iy for canvlng,
staging and vehicle use, '

", (FIir 13 C)} The rirht of rhe Unfroed States to
enter upon the lands hereinasbove jpranted for
cadagtral, rceodntlc, or othar survey purposcs
ia raserved, torether with the right to da
All thinps necessary in councetion therswith,

1. (215 14 ) A continuons linear edscment
tuenty-Live (25) foet i width upland of and
rarallal to the mean high tide line in oxder
to provide access to and aluny the —arine
coastline snd use of such shore for purposea
such ag heachiny of watercraft or alrcraft,
travel aleng the ghore, recreation, and othor
sidlar wses, Devistions from the wvaterlinae
are pernitecod vhen spocific conditions so
regquive, a.e,, Doangssable topopraphy ox
waterfront obstruction, “his mazerent is
subiect to tha right of the ovner of the
soervient astate to build uvron such cpsereont a
facllity For publiec ur private purpozes, such
rizht to be exercised ressousbly wnd cithout
undue or unneceszary intoriorence with or
ehseruction of the cuzement, ‘hen accene
alons the rardne ceazstline arsement g to Lo
abatructod, the ouner of the servient cstate
2111 be oblirated ro convey cto the Unitad
Atates an accentable alfernate agr=2ss route,
2t no cost ho the United Eraves, prinr te the
craeation of such ohstruetion,

Tugse roservaticns Moava not teoep copfornod o the
Fonarcmmatal eagement policy announced ilarch 3, 1974, and
published 2a final vulenellng on Vovenbter 27, 1478, 41 1
59305, fonformanees will be gade ot 3 later date in pcocordance
with the tarms and condirlons of the agrecreat dateld Aueust 13,

1973 betveen the Seceretary of the Interior, Calista
Corporatior, ami Bwothluk Incorvorated.
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AT OOF T ARDYY CHSGRTHNS LAID L8 SUSUOT oy

1. Issuance of ua puatent confirsivg the bounlary
dageription QF the lamda harainsohove crantad oftor
approval arnd Filine by the Bureny of rich
anacaenent of rho official »lat of aurvey coverins
sueh lands,

. Valid exdscivy rishts therein, 17 anyv, inceluiing

bt not linited to those created by any Inasao
(ineliitng a lease fssued under Goe, 6(0) of the
alaskn Tratehned Aet of Julw 7, 1953 (77 Trac,
330, 34y A8 U,0,0, Che 2, Vace. 00e) (1270))),
contract, percdt, righteol-vay or zaﬂv“uﬁt an-d
e right of the lessee, contractee, 10
srantee to rhe cowplete endoyrent of all rivbes
rrivilegzes and benefita tbor0‘v srantod to hin.
Further, porsmant o fo Tee. 17¢8)(2) ol the
Alaska Hative Claius Uattlerwnt Act of lecember 14,
1971 (85 Leat. 6045 43 U,.0.0, 160H1) (1975)), any
valld eriscing ripht reeoanlzed by satd aet shall
contiman to have whatevar riyht of aceocsa as 4w
row provided for under axisticy laug

bl ,J‘

3. sequirenents of See. 14{c) of the Alusha Yatiwve
Cladms Jettlenent Act of Seocoshaer IR, 1971
(85 Svar, B30, 703; 43 u.s.C, 18061, 1813 (e)
(1976})), that the rrantee hevcunder convey thooe
portions, 1if any, of the lamids herainshove
sranted, as are prescribed in azid sececiony and

P

. The teros amd conditione of the asrcerent Adated
fueust A3, 1976, bLetwoen the Sacyerary of the
Intexior, Calista Corporation apd Pwethlol,
Inmcorvorated. A copy of the azracient s hereoly
attrched to and made a part of ohis eonvovavce
document and =hall he recorded therowith,

LIRS VIRELE, tho underaisned puthorized of ficor
oi tha Jureaw ol Land anacecent hus, o naing of the
Uoadted Dtates, gob his hand and cauvged the seal of the
Jurcau to be hereunto allixzed on this L2gl lay of July,
1374, ln Anchorass, Alasha,

VELTLRD ST

e

Foanerl e ATnOLA
fdoafarant to tle drate Nirector
EIHINA

' 13
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IMPORTANT DOCUMENf ATTACHED 2

oy pyre. .
(> . '
- IN REFLY mEFL T

Uniuted States Department of the Interior 1862 (961)

F~14883-A
BUREAL, OF LAND MANAGEMENT

555 Cordova Street, Pouch 7-512 .
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 . .
ASO 1862-4 | -
(@ov. 1978)

CERTIFIED MATL _
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED JUL 29 1999

Calista Corporation
516 Denall Street =
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Gentlemen:

We are happy to transmit the enclosed interim conveyance.

This is the original document conveying the described land
from the United States to you. It should be kept in a safe
place. If you are satisfied that it is correct, you should
immediately record it in the Office of Recorder (District
Magistrate) of the precinct in which the property is located.

If you have any guestions as to where you should record your
interim conveyance, please contact tHe State Recorder, State
of Alaska, Department of Administration, 941 West Fourth
Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501. Be sure to include the
property description when writing for more information.

Sincerely yours,

(.

Chief, Branch or-hdjudication

-

Enclosures:
Interim Conveyance
Maps

INTERIM CONVEYANCE NO. 2 14

COMNBERVE
AAMERICA'S
ENERQY

Save Energy and You Serve Americal case QE.
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PA14583-A
IHTERII CONVEYANCE
Lon |
L 4
T ERTEAL ) [ ﬂﬁ%'u
. =
Callsta Corporation AG ——————
T s r s grca
{s enticled to a convorvance pursuant to Sncs, l4(f) and
22(4) of the Alapka liative Claims Settlenment Act of Decenber 18,
1471 (35 neat, 688, 704, 715; 43 v.8.C. 1601, 1413(f),
16Z1¢3) (1974)), of the gsubsurface cstate in the hereinbelow
iderntificd interim convevanee of the surface estate in the
foilouing described landss

IPTERII COLVEYALCE N0, 2 13

o

} Seuntd Meridian, Alaslka (Unsurveyed)
ot T. 6, R, BT U,
M Soce. & and 3, ally

Seea. 8 and 9, alls

Seecs. 16 and 17, all,

feeca, 20, 21 and 22, ally

Secs. 27 and 28, all,

Sec., 31, ally

Sec, 34, all.

Containing approximately 3,309 acres.

T, 7.8, R, A7,

Sec., 41, ally

Sec. 2, excluding iative alletment F-17072
Parcel Cj

Sece. 3 to 7, inclusive, ally

Jecg. 11 and 12, all,

Saca, 17 ro 20, ipclusive, all;

Secs. 28, 29 and 230, ally

Seca, 32 and 33, all.

*Containing approwimately 11,307 acrer,

wo T. 8 i, B, 67 U,

' Tecs. 7 to ¥, inclusive, all;

fecg. 17 to 29, inclusive, all;

Secs. 29, 30 and 31, ally

See, 22, oxcluding Hative allotient F-929105
farcal oy

Sees, 33 to 36, inclusive, all.

Contalping approximately 10,860 acres,

T. 6 H., R, A8 U,

Gees. 1 to 9, inclusive, olly

Sce. 10, excluding fative allotmont F=17216;

Sece, 11 to 14, inclusive, alls

fee, 15, exclulding Native allotments FF=17C050
Parcel & and F=17216;

See. 16, ally

Sece. 22 and 23, ally

Sec. 24, execluiling ilative allotient F=19254
Parcel 3

See, 25, excluding Native allotments F-15010
and ©=17204 Tarcel Dy

AN
Interism Convevance 1o, ‘2 ] & ‘)’4‘4’ o
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F=l4833=h

Sec. 26, ally

See. 35, all,

3nc. 36, excluding Bative allotments F-l60106
and F-16008 Parcel A,

Containing approximately 14,027 acres.

Ji. 2. R, 684,

Secs, 1 and 7, all;

See. 3, exclurding llative allotrent TF=17212
Parcel By

Yees, 4 to 7, incluslve, nlly

Sec. 8, excluding Mative allotrents ¥-17221
Parcel B, F«17210 Parcel C, and F=17222;

See. 9, excluding Hative allotrent Fe172224

fac, 10, excluding lative allotment F-17212
Parcel Ty

Seca, 11 and 12, all;,

Sec. 13, exclwling liative allotment F=16015

Secs, 14 and 15, ally

See. 168, excluding Pative allotments F-17214
Parcel A and F-17057 Parcal Ay

Sec. 17, excluding lative allotment F=17214
Parcecl Ay

Sec, 18, exeluding tative allotrment F-17072
Parcel By

Sec. 19, excluding tlative allotments F=17061
Farcel A, F~16807 Parcel B, and F=16803;

See. 20, oxecluding tiative allotrents F-14803,
F=17214 Parcel A, and ¥-17015 Parcel A;

Sec, 21, excluding lHative allotrents F=17214
Parcel A and F-16013 Parcel Ag

“ecs, 22 to 27, inclusive, all;

Sec, 2B, excluding Hative allotment F-16724
Parcel C;

fecs, 29 to 36, Inclusive, all,

Y

Y
A Containing approxipmately 21,655 acras.
-

D oy T, 8, B, 88\,
?5 ~.. Tcca, 1 to I¥, Inclusive, all;
& See. 19, excluding llative allotrent F-170(99
W Parcel Ry
Geea, 26 to 27, inclusive, allg
fee. 28, excluding llative allotments [=10262
Parcel A and =17099 Parcel Ay
Gec, 29, excluding Yative allotments F-19262
farcel A and F-17211;
Sec. 30, excluling Yative allotrents [F=17099
rarcel b, F=19262 Parcel B, F=025345 Parcel 4,
F-17073 Parcel A, and F-17260 Parcel I
See. 3i, excluding lative allotrent r-17212
Parcel T
Jeg. 32, excluding ilative allotrments F-17212
Parcel I and F-17211;
Jee. 33, excluding Hative allotrents F«17073
Farcel B, F=17212 Parcel 4, and F=16909;
Sees, 34, 35 and 36, all,

Containing approximately 21,769 acres.
.
5% T, G H,, R 68 U,
Y Tec. 22, excludling the Kuskokuak Slough and
oA liative allotrents ¥F=16595 and F-16592;

214
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F=142833~-A

Sec. 23, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Hlative allotrent F-16592,

“eces. 24, 25 and 26, excluding the Xuskokuak
Slouphy -

Sec, 27, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Hative allotment F«17220 Parcel By

Sec. 28, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
Hative allotment F-13380;

See. 29, exeluding the Kuskokuak Sloughy

See. 30, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough and
tHutive allotment T-17206 Parcel By

fec, 31, excluding the Yuskokuak Slough and
Hative allotnent F«17080;

Sec, 32, excluding the Kuskokual Slough and
"ative allotments F-17080 and F=-17214
I'arcel i;

Sec. 33, excluding the Kuskolkuak Slough;

Jec. 34, ally

Seec. 35, excluding the Kusholkuak Slough and
Hative allotments F-17213, F-17069, and
F=17215;

S5ec, 36, excluding the Kuskokuvak Slough and
ilative allotments F-17069 and F-17215,

Contalning approximately 7,030 acreas.

J/T. 7 i,, R, 69 W,

Spe, 1, ally

S3ee. 2, excluding Native allotment F-16182
Parcel Ay

See, 3, excluding Mative allotment F-17219
Farcel Ay

See, 11, cxeluding Mfative allotments F-16151
Parcel A, F-16481 Parcel B, F-17607, and
F=16182 Parcel B

Sec, 12, excluding tative allotrienta F=17050
Farcel C and F-17052 Parcel B;

See, 13, execluding llative allotment F=-17210
Parcel 3,

Containing approximately 3,217 acrcs.

Jroat., m, 69w,

See, 1, excludling Dative allotment F-17207;

Sec. 2, excluding the Fuskoknalt Sloughy

Sec. 3, excluding the Yuskokuak Slough and
llative allotrient F-17214 Parcel B;

Seec. 4, excluding the Kuskolkuak Slough, Tract €
of U.5, Survey io. 4221, and Mative allotments
F=-17221 Parcel A, F-16481 Parcel A,

F=17057 Parcel B, and F-17072 FTarcel A;

Sece. 3, excluding the Kuskokuak Slough, Tracts A,
C and D of ©,5, Survey Uo. 4221, and Mative
allotments F<17054 Tareel B, ¥F=17050 Farcel &,
and F-17070 Parcel 4;

Sec. 6, excluding the Fuakokwim River, Kuslokuak
Slough, Tracts A, B and [} of U.3, Survey
ilo. 4221 and tative allotments F-17054
Parcel B, F-17076 Parcel A, F-17213 Parcel C,
F-17219 Parcel B and F-1355%9 Parcel Aj;

Gee, 7, exclurding the Kuskokusi Slough and’
Hlative allotments F=13559 Farcel A, F-17060
Parcel A, and F=1%257 Parcel Aj

B 214

Interinm Conveyance ilo.
JUL 12 1979

fate




PelfniZan

fec. 3, excluding Dative gllotrnonts F-=17072
Pavcel A, F=17210 Parcel &y ancd P=17254
Parewl P

Secss 10 sunt 11, exalicting the Puslohak floueh
amid Vatlve allntrent F=16433 Narcal 1y

Secd B, exeluling tla !Ius!:obuz‘\l Slough arndd
Native allotneats ©=17107, 2-17217 !’.u'c'rl A
and F=1720 Parcel A

“ec. 13, -wclnr‘*r‘, the tfushebuaakh Slnush amd
ative pllotrment U=17050 Percal Iy

fee, 164, ereluding the Kusihobook Sloush and
Tative alloteenes P=I07040 Fareel B oaod
F=13611;

Yec, 13, r"'r"u'iinp the Yuaskobuak Sleuvsh and
Hative 1":)1. sentt U=104011, Fe170508, and
r-17? ‘-’-’p Parcel Aj

See, 16, emxeluding Hative allotients F=18209
Fereel ¥ oand Pe17217 Parcel 8

Sec, Y7, Nk SEh, exeludine Vative allotyeuts

F-17217 ."arcpl H and F=17076 Parcal 1y

fre, 13, emel Yartivoe allotuent F=17790%

dec. 10, ﬂ>.c1n!in5_: Hatdve allotoent F=19260

Tec. 20, excluding Mative alletrents F=13701
parcel o and T-¥9260)

Sec. 21, Mg Lot nLeul
allotrent F«127481 Parcel B

5‘.(:(:. 22, B4, exolweding e 'n"'l okuak Slounh
and Hative allotrent F=1T7053; iy i

Sec. 23, exeluding the ¥Yuskokuak Slnurt
and Hatdwee sllotuents "<170687 Parcel B,
Fel7205, ¥=13721 Pareel A, and P=17052
Parcel Ay

Sec, 24, exeluding lative alleotnent F=17059
Pareel Ay

dew, 23, excluding Hative allotonnts F=14084,
F=025345 Parcel 8 and F=17073 Parcel &;

Rag, 26, vvv-lm.-n;; tative allotrant F=17054
Parcel A

Sec, 27, Bh 2

Soc. 28, 0NN Ok, ancluding “ative alloenent
Fo170ds Parrel OF 88y

dee. 28, exeluding Macive allotents F=l16200
and F=13751 Parcel B;

Sec. 30, excluding Uative allotment F=19760;

Savs, %1, 37 and ’53 Alls

Jea, 4, uvla:«iing\ 4 ative allotment P=17719
Zareal A '

nee. 23, axeluding tarive allotoent V=172110
PFareal N

See. 38, all,

o~ r‘ln g Mative

ShtHa, Sl

-

Congaicing aporoeximatelr 17,470 ncres,

. o

SRS

Tecs, WL sl 30, exeluding Che Fasbolwdin Diver;

& Sne. 27, ally

: L}{:‘b* BETEN '3“, alls )

- sue, 33, exeluwdins the Furbobwin Tiver aad cabive
allotrent F=17079

see, M, eneludings the

native a2llavient 1'=1795

Fuslokuak 3louph and

§ Taveel 4,

Gonvainiag norroxinately 2,905 acren,

Ftoeric Cenvoevance ' 2 ]-u
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N L
KT ITIN T

L G, L, H M

Toc, T, excTuding the duskukwiﬁ fiver amd
vative allotmwont F-13550 drrnl by

Socs, 2 oand J, exeluding the Dnabokwim Biverg

See, 4, exeludiacs the Ku:xj“u1r River and
Church Hloangig

sec. d, exclusitng the fusholwels Niver, Church
Sloveh, Tupubmul Sloush, acd siative allooiont
'e17031 vareel Uy

10, oweluding the fuskowewin Uver, Taruboul

! Tlou s, and Mative allotiwents F=13111, #=-17950
rareel B, YelU9ioh vuavcel A, zad FL025345

arecl A;

1, 0, exeluding tive Kuskokwin River and
Tative alletucnt ©-13500 Farcoel oy i
vooluwding: the Huskoliuim Hiver, “un10ruqh sloush,
and Lative allotvent P=131114

l?, exciuding the Fugkobwim Fiver, Hushkoluak

. 1 nhL*Vc gllotments r=17074 Parcnl A,
F-lJJ)G farcel A, F=1R2235 Parcel A, and
Fal0257 Tarcel A

aen, 13, exeluding the Nuakoluak Slouzih and
Matdive allowiwent €=17974 Parcel Uy
nec, 14, exelinding the Yuslobuax Sloush;
Nee, 15, excludipg Mative gllotnent [-17075;
voe.s 10, excluding the Tupukpul: Sloushy
Gca, 21, :xg?vﬁinﬂ the Tupulnuk 3lounh;
neas, 22 23, ally
24, clucing Wative allotuent F=17074
r1
Seacs, A5, 20 and 27, ally
fee. 24, exmeluding Hative zllotment F=170%6
Parcel Aj
Secs, 33 to 3o, locluslve, oll,
Containing approximately 12,692 aczes.
vregatlng appraximately 131,047 usecres,

HOV RGGW Y, that there 1s, thaveforae, sranted by Lhe
GLITLE STATEG OF adNRICN, unto the “bovn*uhﬁud corruration,
the subsurfaee estate Lo the land chove=described, T HAVE
Al T HOLD the sald ostate with all the viches, Privtlo-ua,
inmuuities. atd anpurtensaces, ol vhatsoover nabure,
thereunto ! Plch”th unito the sald corporation, Los
duccassors wd asginns, forever.

Tk OQLaALNT OF UHL ARUVE=DRLCVILLE Lisun IS SUNJaol 10
all the easerments and rirhes-cl-uay reseorvad in the aforo-
sentioned conveyance ol thoe curface estate, and to valill
cnigting rizhta, if anv, in the safid .'.;ubw.tr..;_‘.c:u ngrate,
incleding but not linited fo thooe createt by any leane
(ingxudinﬂ e lease fsauned under Sec. &6p) af the alas®a
Statebood Act of July 7, 1953 (72 Jtat, 339, Jaljp L6 L.3.0.
Ch, 2, lee. 2(;) (1976))), contract, permidk, viphttenti-wiav or
caseoent, amd the rihit of the lessee, countractoe, perultkee
or prantee to the conplete enfovvient of the ri hes,
nrivileges and Lenciits thereby pranted to hiu, and the
grant obf the lands Is further hubjuct to the Lerrms and
candltions of the azrecoent date! Auvpust 23, 1674, hetveon
the Zecretary of the Interior, Calista Coeporation and
Fuethliuk Incnrporat g, A copy ol the eprcencnt is hoerehy
1rL¢cnnd to and ade o part of thipg convevanes locusent untd
snall be recorded thermeith,

Intords Covvovance lo. 2 1 ‘

- JUL t 2 1379
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FelaGdd=A

IN UITHESS WHEREDF, the undersigned authoriized officer
of the Hurrau of Land llanagement has, In the name of the
United Seates, scet his hand and caused the scal of the
fureau to he hereunto affixed on this 12th day of July,
19792, in Anchorape, Alaska,

UBITLD STATES OF AMERICA
ik D Ak
Bk D A

Aobert D. Arnold
Agsietant to the State Director
ANICSA

214
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United States Department of the Interior

BRUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ATASKA STATE OFFICE
2220 Tih Avenue, #1703

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99513-7599

Bethel FY 98
Baird Inlet F Y98

FE-14824 (75.4)
Akulikutak River Interim FF-014838 (75.4)
Summary Report FF-14901 (75.4)
Attachment 4 FF-14902 (75.4)
FF-14916 (75.4)"

9600 (924)

December 4, 1997

Memorandum

To FF-14883 (75 4)

From: Laura Lagstrom. Navigability Section (AK924)
Subject: Field Trip tor Window 2029 Part |

On September 15, 1997, Dot Tideman, Scott Guyer and myself left Anchorage for Bethel to do a
field inspection of water bodies tor Windows 2700 & 2029. Because there were more than 40
sites 10 see, the area was divided into two work-day sessions. On the first day we flew over the
Kisaralik. Chicoyuilnuk* . Kasigluk. Kushluk, Old Kwethluk, Akulikutak and Lumavik Rivers, a
tributary of the Kwethluk. Net Creek. I'igauthtalik C'reek. Columbia Creek and an unnamed
stream north of Eek Lake. On the second day al! the water bodies were unnamed except for the
Kongeruk, Kutukhum and Merovuk Rivers.

We left Anchorage via Reeve Aleutian Airlines at 7:30am and arrived in Bethel about 8:45am.
After picking up the rental car we went over to Yukon Helicopters Inc, to meet with the pilot,
Leo Swank. He had just called the weather station to get a current update and weather forecast
and assured us if the weather turned bad. we would turn back. The tirst day we would be flying
about 40 miles east. The previous week | had faxed him a detailed list of the sites we needed to
photograph and video He was aware that Scott had a GPS unit and had input most of the sites.
lLeo showed us his current AN card and the secretary showed us the OAS card for the 206 Bell
helicopter. Tail #N I150HH Flizht following was established with the otfice. After Leo gave us
a safetv briefing. we took off about 10am,

*Local names

F16009. FE70S2



To make the tield trip cost ettective. we tield inspected water bodies for Windows 2029 and
=700 and specific waterbody requests from the Special Instructions Section of Cadastral Survey.
We began our field examination by ﬂvmg directly east to Columbia Creek,

Columbia Creek

We left Bethel and flew easterly along the Kasigluk River until we came to the oxbow that
Columbia Creek flowed into. The oxbow was shallow, placid and very narrow, about 8'-10' wide.
The mouth of Columbia Creek was 273 blocked by vegetation jutting out from the right bank and
a small island of vegetation . A short distance upstream a beaver dam was visible. (Photo 1)

We lett Columbia Creek and headed northeast toward Kisaralik River which will not be covered
in this report because it 1s part of Window 2700,

Kushluk River

‘We began our flight at its conﬂuence with Akulikutak River. The mouth appeared to be between
25'-30" wide, unobstructed and fairlv straight compared to other rivers we had inspected earlier in
the area. Grass and willows lined the banks. Tundra interspersed with a few lakes lie above the
stream. We flew upstrearn 1o the Native Allotment located six miles from the mouth. The stream
continued to be wide and free of any obstructions and appeared deep enough for use as a route
for travel. trade and comimerce Bevond the allotment the channel continued to be wide and

unobstructed, however, because there were no selections beyond this point, we turned around
and headed back 1o its mouth.  (Photos 2-3)

Akullkutak River

At the confluence with Kushluk River, the Akulikutak River mouth appeared to be about 20'-25'
wide. Immediately atter the juncture. the stream became sinuous and the banks heavily vegetated
with grass, brush and willows Because the area is very flat and composed of tundra with 2
myriad of scattered lakes. the stream had very little gradient. We flew up to the first village
selection in Sec. 13. T. 7N . R o8 W, SM. which continued to be wide and free of any
obstructions. It appeared 1o be deep enough tor navigation. About three air miles beyond this
setection the stream became significanly more sinuous and narrower. At this point, Leo told us
we needed to head back 1o Bethel to refuel. (Photos 4-5)

We landed in Bethel and decided to have lunch. During lunch Scott said we needed to remind the
pilot to fly more to the right of the waterbody so he could better video the water bodies.

Net Creek

Alter lunch we headed east alonu the Kuskokwim towards an anabranch of the Kwethluk River
which is about 13 nules w length The tiest attempt to fly from it's etfluent into Kwethluk proved
in vain_There was another stream similar in size and location about a mile west. When we
realized we were on the wronu siream. we headed back toward the mouth and a few mintes later.
e tound the right strewm The cifiuent appeared 1o pe about 20'-25" wide with weil-detined
banks hined with wiilows and brush - I appeared to have sutficient water for navigation. There



were wide and long straight stretches of causeway for several riles before it became more
sinuous and narrow. The area above the banks was composed of tundra with hundreds of lakes,
some ot which fed into this stream. We continued to fly upstream and saw that the waterbody
continued to be open and tree of any obstructions alf the way to its exit into the Kwethluk River.
The river was rather muddy in color and appeared to be very placid. The one Native Allotment
that straddled the stream was located about 10 miles upstream. There are two Native allotments
located on another stream that fed into this stream through a lake, however, the overflight
revealed riffles and sediment encompassing its effluent. After leaving this area we headed south to
a left bank tnbutary of the Kwethluk River. (Photos 6-8)

Left bank tnbutary of the Kwethluk River

At it’s confluence with the Kwethluk river. the mouth appeared to be about 10'-15' wide, muddy
and shallow. We flew for several miles upstream and the stream continued to be muddy and
shallow and more grass appeared in the middle of the stream and along the banks. We did not
reach the site of the Village Selection beginning in Sec. 28., T. 6N., R. 68 W, SM. We lefi this
area and headed southerly towards the mouth of the Old Kwethluk River. (Photos 9-10)

Left Bank Tributary locally known as “0Old Kwethluk River”

The mouth appeared to be about 15-20" wide, unobstructed and filled with an adequate amount of
water. However, about 1/4 mile upstream. it became very shallow as evidenced by the grass
visible in the channel. There were three beaver dams between the 1/2 mile to one mile point. We
did not reach the area of the first Native Allotment F19254 in Sec. 24, TSN, R. 68 W_  SM. We
lefi this area and headed over to the south side of Three Step Mountain to view a right bank
tributary ot the Kwethluk River. (Photos 11-12)

Right bank tributary of the Kwethluk River

Beginming in Sec. 8., T 5N.. R 67 W, we began our flight at the mouth, The stream looked to
be about 10'-15" wide and very shallow. The effluent into the Kwethluk was a darker color on the
right bank. We could see the botiom of this brown colored stream. Green grass and some brush
lined the banks. There was a beaver dam located about 100 yards upstream. Because the stream
appeared to be too shallow. we did not tlv upstream to the site of the Native Allotment F16012 in
Sec. 17.T.SN_R. 67 W SM.

We headed back to the Akulikutak River and continued to fly upstream from where we left off
that morning before we returned to Bethel for lunch and fuel. (Photos 13-14)

Akulikutak River

The stream continued to be very sinuous. about 15" wide, muddy brown and lined with brush and
willows. We tlew near the area of mile 32 (Storett Map) or Sec. 26, T aN., R. 67 W before
heading toward Lumavik River



Lumavik River

We flew west until we were above the large lakes in T. 6 N._ R. 70 W. Because the Lumavik had
been previously determined navigable through T. 7N., R. 70 W, there was no need to follow it
from the mouth. Beginning around section 29 of T. 7N, R. 70 W_, the river became increasingly
narrower, shallower and grass was visible in the channel. In Sec. 35 there was a beaver dam; and
and about two miles upstream, the grass almost completely blocked the channel. The surrounding
area was very ftlat with a myriad ot lakes, some of which fed into this river but their accesses
-appeared to be very shallow. We left this area and headed over to an unnamed stream in the NE
section of Eek Lake. (Photos 15-16)

Unnamed Stream in the northeast corner of Eek Lake

The wind was blowing and foam was visible along the shoreline of the lake. We began our
inspection of this unnamed stream at its mouth in the northeast corner of Eek Lake. The water
flowing into the lake was visibly darker and initially appeared to be wide and deep for navigation,
however, a short distance upstream, it appeared to be very shallow as evidenced by the mud and
grass in the channel and the water changing from a dark brown to light brown. The stream also
became very narrow The shorelines were less defined and very muddy. The surrounding lakes
were very shallow and congested with mud islands and grass. We followed the stream on the left
bank for a few miles but the channel was filled with grass and it appeared very shallow. We
headed back ta its junction with the main stream and headed north. The stream was clearly very
shallow all the way to the larger lake in the north. Mud islands appeared in the stream channel and
grass was seen growing in and all along the channel. (Photos 17-20)

Leo notified us we were running out of fuel so we left this area and headed back to Bethel. This
concludes the field report for Part I of Window 2029.




I. Native Allotment AAZ966, Albert Olick at the effluent of Columbia Creek into the Kasigluk
Riverin Sec. 7., T. 8N.. R. 66 W SM. Photograph taken facing southeast

2. Native Allotment F16009, Madrona Helmick on the Kushluk Rives Isolated lake lies parallel
to the niver. Located in Sec 33, T 8 N, R 68 W_ SM



4. Akulikutak River at the effluent with Kushluk River (left-right) n Sec. 32., T. 8 N, R. 68 W_,
SM. Photograph facing south.



5. Akulikutak River within village selection F14883 in Sec. 13. T. 7N._ R 68 W., SM.
Photograph taken facing northeast.

6. Anabranch of the Kwethluk River or locally known as “Net Creek”. Photograph shows the
lake accessin Sec. 12, T. 7N, R 63 W. SM.



7. Native Allotment F-17052 Annie Alexie on an unnamed anabranch of the Kwethluk River in
Sec. 12, T. 7N, R. 69 W.. SM. The overflight from its northern effluent into the Kwethluk
River revealed the creek to be deep, unobstructed and sometimes narrow,

8. Additional photographs of the anabranch of Kwethluk River locally known as Net Creek.



9. Left bank tributary of the Kwethluk River in Sec. 15, T. 6N., R. 68 W, SM. Photographs
shows the mouth to be very shallow and filled with sediment.

10. Left Bank tributary of the Kwethluk River in Sec. 15., T. 6N., R. 68 W_ SM. Photograph
facing southwest.



11. Left bank tributary of Kwethluk River locally known as “Old Kwethluk River” The mouth is
located in Sec. 36., T. 6N., R. 68 W, SM. The photograph shows the first of three beaver dams
located within 1/2 mile of its mouth. Picture taken facing southwest

12. Additional photography showing the second beaver dam and vegetation growing within the
stream.



13. Right bank tnbutary of Kwethluk River located on the south side of Three Step Mountain
whose mouth 1s tocated in Sec. 8, T. SN, R. 67 W SM. The photograph is facing north.

14. Additional photography showing a beaver dam less than 100 yards from its mouth.



15. Unnamed stream locally known as Lomavik River. Photograph taken from a helicopter
facing east within Sec. 29, T 7N., R 70 W., SM.

TR A o

16. Additional photography on the Lomavik River facing west in Sec. 35., T. 7N., R. 70 W_, SM.



17. Mouth of unnamed stream in the northeast corner of Eek Lake in Sec. 13 T. 5N, R. 71 W.,
Seward Meridian.

18. Additional photographs of the same stream in the same section and township.



19. Left bank stream of the unnamed stream in photographs 17 and 18. The stream flows
southeasterly through Secs 17 & 18, T. 5N, R. 70W_, SM. Photo faces southeast.

20. Additional photographs of the unnamed stream between Eek Lake ard the unnamed lake to
‘the north. The photograph was taken facing north in Sec. 12, T. 5N, R. 71 W_, SM. Although
this section is within 1C675, the overflight was made to see if the stream was open and couid be
used as a route of travel, trade and commerce between the two lakes.



NAVIGABILITY REPORT: AKULIKUTAK RIVER in Village Selection in F-14883
Mouth in Sec. 32, T. 8N., R. 68 W., SM.
Window 2029; Group Survey 284

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Local Name: Pronounced Ah’ku’li’ku’tak which in the Yu’pik dialect means “the one between.”

Nearest Settlement: Twenty miles southwest of Bethel and lies within the Yukon Delta National

Wildlife Retuge.

Length of Water Body: The “Dictionary of Alaska Place Names” states that it flows NW 40 miles
to the Kushluk River.! The Storet map plots it to 66 miles which this report is based on.

Watershed: Heads at 60°30'N. 160°32° W, or Sec. 33, T. SN..R. 64 W_, SM.

USGS Quadrangle(s) in selected area: Bethel (B-5), (C-5-7)

Aerial Photo (s) in selected area: CIR 60, R. 10,.Frame 377, July 1980

Was the water body Photo Interpreted? Yes, July 1997

Summary Report
Attachment 5§

Akulikutak River Interim

Was a Field Report/Interview Report created? An interview report was created December 8,

1997, ¢ A field report was created on December 4, 19972

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Tvpe of Water Bodv Riner

= — _ == —
Township Section Mile Status and Remarks
Number —_—

T.8N,R. 68W. | 32 0-2 1C213/214 Non-nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
T.IN. R 68W. [5491015.11.14 2-9 1C213/214 Non-nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
T.IN.,R 68W. 1} I3 9-11 | VS F-14883 (Formerly NA F16010)
T.IN_R.67W. | 18.19,20.29.28.32 33 11-21 1 IC213/214 Non-nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
T.6N.,R 67TW. | 54016212227 21-32 fC2|3/2|4 Non-nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
T.6N,, R 67 W 26,3536 32-37 | VS F-14883
T.ON.R 66 W |51 37-38 | YDNWR

T SN_R 66 W 5.4.910152223.263536 | 38 L YDNWR __




Veugetation: The lands adjacent to the river are wooded with dwarf spruce and willow. The

remainder of the land 15 tundra *

Water Body Bottom Charactenstics: Sandy gravel

Velocity of Water Body: Unknown

Discharge Volume {max. min, mean) Unknown

Gradient: Negligible

Channel Width (mile to mile; max, min,_mean):

Source Bar}k to Bank | Mile
Width
Ilarion Nicolai 15 feet 30-40
CiR: 60, roll 10, frame 377, July 1980 30-35 feet 0-2 1‘
L CTIR 60 roll 10, frame 377 Iuly 1980 25-35 feet | 2-11 JI

Source r

R

Impediments (nature)

Harion Nicholai

None through this selection

0-11 ll

i_John Andrew None — 1 0-11 |
Source Depth (ft) Mile
[lanion Nicolai I'-2" during June and July; 5'-6' end Aug. to beg. 0-30
Sept. for 4-5 weeks
John Andrew i'-2" deep in July 0-30
John Andrew during exceptionally high water conditions which 48
can last between 2-4 weeks, the river reached 3'-5'
near mile 48;
(arl Nose knee high 1o waist high during spring and fall 0-32
Nick Epchook 12 -3 during June and July (the lowest water level} .1 0-30

Other:




(W8]

USES
Commercial (who, what, why. when_ where_how}: No commercial use

Indirect Evidence: None available

Historical Use: None available

Field Inspection:  On September 15, 1997, a field examination by air through the selected area
showed the river to be unobstructed. and appeared wide and deep enough for navigation.

Direct Evidence: (who, what, why, when, where, how):

Harion J. Nicolai boats the Akulikutak almost every year for subsistence hunting and gathering

- wood. He uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor. Ilarion said the best time to
boat the river is between the 20th of August to the beginmng of September when the water is
about 5'-6' deep. This high water lasts four to five weeks. His load normally includes one or two
other people, food, sleeping bags, extra clothes and a drum of gas. He generally boats beyond
Three Step Mountain but has boated as far as “Reindeer Corral” near mile 48 which is by Coral
Creek in Sec. 26, T. SN., R. 66 W.

John Andrew has a Native Allotment within Sec. 4, T. 5§ N, R. 66 W. About five years ago he
went moose hunting and boated up to a locally known landmark, “Reindeer Corral” near Coral
Creek. The river was exceptionally high (3'-5' deep) after the rain in August. He believed it stays
this high for 2-4 weeks. John used a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower Yamaha propeller motor.
His load normally includes another person, camping gear and 30-45 gallons of gas. He believes
the river is about 1'-2' deep during July. He said the Akulikutak is boatable up to Three Step
Mountain for 2-4 weeks in the tall and 3-4 weeks after spring break up.

in another interview John Andrew said before he owned an aluminum boat, he owned a 20'-24'
plywood boat with a 30 to 40-horsepower propelier motor. His load many times included two
other people and camping gear for a week. He feels that one could use a boat carrying 1,000
pounds to mile 37 during spring, summer and fall. Impediments such as sweepers are removed
every year with a chainsaw. During July when the river is low, jet units go beyond Coral Creek.
He said there is no guiding or commercial activity on this river.

Carl Nose said that people reach Three Step Mountain near mile 32 during spring and fall when
the river is about knee-high to waist-high deep. People do boat past Three Step Mountain but
only during high water which lasts about two weeks. When hunting, Carl uses a 18’ Lund with a
40-horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. There are normally three people in the boat, camping
gear and extra gas. Thev stay anvwhere from one to three days.

Johns Qwens said the Akulikutak was boatable during high water periods past Three Step
Mountain and during low water periods to just below Three Step Mountain. or around mile 32.



Nick Epchook boated this river atter spring breakup in May 1996 for hunting/birch fungus. He
boated to just below Three Step Mountain with a 18' Lund Aluminum boat with a 50 horsepower
Honda motor. He said during June and July during the “no rain season” the river drops down to
2'-3"deep. He feels one can anlv use a canoe during this time.

CONCLUSION (Gulkana River Standard) (at least three facts should support conclusion)
Navigable (explain)

I find the Akulikutak River navigable within the Village Selection for Kwethluk, Inc. (F-14883) in
Sec. 13, T. 7N., R, 68 W.. SM. This land is located about nine miles upstream from its _
confluence with the Kushluk River. Local people affirm that one is able to boat to at least 32
miles upstream or to the north base ot Three Step Mountain during low water. Most people,
however, use the Akulikutak River during fall when the river is deeper to reach hunting, fishing
and food gathering areas. o

Report prepared by: MWDM&: ///g/‘;;f




NOTES

I. Donald J. Orth, Dictionary of Alaska Placenames, U.S. Geological Survey Profssional
Paper 567, Washington D.C., GPO 1967, p. 58.

2. Laura Lagstrom, Interview Repon Memorandum to the File FF-14883, Kwethluk
Incorporated {75.4), December 8, 1997, Tpp.

3. Laura Lagstrom, Field Report, Memorandum to the File FF-14883, Kwethluk
Incorporated, (75.4), December 4, 1997, l4pp.

4. Sarah Baker, Realty Specialist, Casefile Report for NA F-16010 by dated 1/23/75. The
allottee selected an area one mile west of the lands originally described.



l:. (
United States Department of the Interior

HUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALANKA STATE OFFICE
220 W Tth Avenue, #13
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, 99t 3-7599
' . Bethel -GS-FY98
Baird Inlet -GS-FY98
FF-14883 (75.4)

Akulikutak River Interim ' FF-14824 (75.4)
Summary Report FF-014838 (75.4)
Attachment 6 FF-14901 (75.4)

FF-14902 (75.4)
FF-14916 (75.4)"

Memorandum ' JAN 13 1998
To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparétion and Policy Interpretation (AK925)

From: Chief, Branch of Mapping and Science {AK924)

Subject: Navigability Review for Waters in Window 2029 Bethel (Group 284) Part |

This memorandum identifies navigable waters on public lands selected under the Alaska
Statehood Act, Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, and the Native Allotment Act. This
memorandum does not consider the navigability of water bodies on the following Interim
Conveyances: 142, 213, 610, 616, 633 and 675. By letter dated September 21, 1990, the Calista
Corporation informed the BLM that no new navigability redeterminations be made on previously
conveyed lands within the Calista Region.

Survey window 2029 consists of 238 inholdings located tn 48 townships. To allow for a
manageable survey project. the window was divided into a two-year project. Part [, known as the
east half consisting of 114 selections is scheduled for survey in 1998 and Part 11, known as the
west half consisting of 124 selections i1s scheduled for survey in 1999 This report covers Part [.

The BLM-Alaska's navigability cnteria are based upon federal title navigability law. In a March
16, 1976, memorandum, Hugh Garner, Associate Solicitor, summarized the law for the purpose
of admunistering the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. In general, BLM considers nontidal
water bodies navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were suitable for travel, trade, and
commerce. Additionally, in a December 13, 1989 Ninth Circuit Court decision, the court found
that watercraft customary at statehood included boats with a load capacity of about 1,000
pounds. The court further held that the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on
the Gulkana River was commerce and that watercraft custoimary at statehood “couid have at least
supported” this commercial activity

The window lies within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge created in 1980. The following
paragraphs discuss the status of several water bodies within this window.

‘File in Native Allotments FIE009, F17052, Fl346%



An unnamed stream locaily known as Lomavik River was determined navigable in amended
navigability determinations dated 10/14/82 and 10/22/82, The supporting historical
documentation dated 7/16/82 refers to David Maxie’s landing site in Sec. 26, T. 7N..R. 71 W.,
Seward Meridian as the furthest extent of navigability. Based on the supporting documentation, I
affirm the determinations from 1982 that this unnamed stream be determined navigable through
the Native Allotment selection tor F-15666 in Sec. 33, T. 7 N, R. 72 W., Seward Meridian.

The Kasigluk River has been meandered (tidal) through Tps. 8-9N., Rs. 66 & 67 W., SM,, (IC
610); and an unnamed streamin T. SN, R. 72 W., SM,, (IC633). Bethe! Swampy Lake,

previously excluded in 1C142, was determined non-navigable. (See navigability report 3/26/83
Bethel Quad File).

Tidal water bodies, lakes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in
width are not descnbed because, regardless of their navigability status, these water bodies are
meandered on the survey plat. The slough with its mouth in Sec. 24, T. TN, R. 72W_, SM that
flows through Native Allotment F-16827 is tidal and therefore, fails in this category. Only
streams three chains or less in width and lakes fifty acres or less in size are included in Appendix L.

Attachments (2}):

I. Appendix {1 pp)
2. Maps (4 pp)

cc:
Jim Culbertson
State of Alaska DNR
Navigability Unit
3601 C Street, Suite 980
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5936

State of Alaska

Department of Natural Resources
Realty Services Section

3601 C Street. Suite %60
Anchorage. Alaska 99503-3036



Robin Willis

State of Alaska, Dept. F&G
Habitat Division

333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

Matthew Nicolai, President
Cahista Corporation

601 W. 5th Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225

~ Nick Ayapan, President, CEO
Kwethluk Incorporated

P.O. Box 109

Kwethluk, Alaska 99621

John Owen, Realty Specialist
Kwethluk IRA

P.O. Box 127

Kwethluk, AK 99621

Sammy G. Jackson, Executive Director
Akiak Native Commumty

P.O. Box 52127

Akiak, Alaska 99552

Mary Pavil, Executive Director
Orutsararmuit Native Council (ONC)-
P.O. Box 127

Bethel, Alaska 99559

Myron Naneng, President

Association of Village Council Presidents (AVCP)
PO Box 219

Bethel, Alaska 99559

Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921)
Chief, Survev Data Research Section (926)
Chief, Mapping Section (924)

Chief, GCDB Project Section (926)
ANCSA (962)

Anchorage District Ottice (040}



Append:x |
Na\ngable Waters in Window 2029 (Group Survey 258) by Township in Native Allotments and
on Selected Lands

Seward Meridian

Tps. 5-8N.. R66 W.
None in selection.

. Tps. 5-8 N.. R. 67 W.
None in selection.

Tps. 5-6 N.. R. 68 W,
None in selection.

T 7N.R 68W.
Akulikutak River within village selection F-14883.

T.8N..R 68W.
Kushluk River within Native allotment F-16009.

Tps. S-6 N R .69 W,
None in selection.

T.7N..R.69W.
~ Anabranch of the Kwethluk River, local name “Net Creek” within Native allotment F-17052B.

T 8N. R 69 W,
None in selection.

Tos. 5-8N.. R. 70 W.
- None in selection.

Tps. 53-8 N_. R 71 W,
None in selection

Tps. 5-6 N. R 72 W,
None in selection,

T IN. R 72W.
Unnamed Stream locally known as Lomavik River within Native Allotment F15666.

TANLR T2W
None in selection
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Akulikutak River Interim F-14883-EE (73.4)
Summary Report F-14883-A (2651)
Attachment 7 F-14883-A2 (2651)
(964) wbh/sla
CERTIFIED MAIL FEB D9 2007
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
NOTICE .
Kwethluk, Incorporated : F-14883-A
P.O. Box 80 : F-14883-A2
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621 : ~ Village Selection Applications

Calista Corporation

Attn: Land Department

301 Calista Court, Suite A
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3028

State of Alaska

Department of Natural Resources
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Sandra J. Singer, Realty Services Section
550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1050A
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3579

Notice of Proposed Easements and Request for
Easement Nominations for Lands Selected and to be Conveved to
Kwethluk. Incorporated

Pursuant to Departmental Regulation 43 CFR 2650-4.7, notice is hereby provided of public
casements identified on lands selected by Kwethluk, Incorporated.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is also requesting easement nominations pursuant to
Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) for the lands described below.



Subject to valid existing rights, the following lands, selected under 12(a) and 12(b) of ANCSA
will be conveyed in the near future to Kwethluk, Incorporated for the Native village of
Kwethluk. This prioritized land description is intended to take the village corporation to full
entitlement. The lands described below are only a portion of the total selected lands which are
shown on the easement maps.

Seward Meridian

T.ON,R. 07 W,
Secs. | to 3, inclusive;
Secs. 6 and 7;
Secs. 10 to 15, inclusive;
Secs. 18 and 19;
Secs. 23 to 26, inclusive;
Secs. 29 and 30,
Secs. 32 and 33;
Secs. 35 and 36.

T.7N,R.67W.
Secs. 8 tol0, inclusive;
Secs. 13 to 16, inclusive;
Secs. 21 to 27, inclusive;
Sec. 31;
Secs. 34 to 36 inclusive.

T.8N,,R. 67 W,
Secs. 15 and 10;
Secs. 21 to 28, inclusive.

T.6N,R.68 W,

Secs. 17 to 21, inclusive;
Secs. 27 to 34, inclusive.

MAJOR WATERWAYS:

The Akulikutak River was determined to be a navigable waterway.

EASEMENTS TO BE RESERVED:

There are no Sec. 17 (B) easements recommended.,



EASEMENT MAPS:

The easement maps reflect the current status of easements. Only those easements recommended
for inclusion in the conveyance document are shown on the easement maps. Please recommend
easements you believe should be reserved in the conveyance document by drawing them on the
enclosed map and completing the enclosed justification statement form.

This notice does not cover granted rights-of-way of record.
Written comments and recommendations must be filed with the Deputy State Director of

Conveyance Management, Alaska State Office, 222 West Seventh Avenue, Box 13,
Anchorage, Alaska 99513, no later than MAY 08 07

Y our recommendations should identify the serial number of the application. If you have any
questions, please contact William Hall at 1-907-271-3163 or locally at 271-3163.

faf ¥4 RBushiuic

KJ Mushovic
Easement Coordinator
Branch of Adjudication II

Attachments:
Easement and Navigability Legend
Justification Statement Form
Easement Quads: Bethel C-6, C-7 and D-6

Copy fumnished to: (w/attachments)

State of Alaska

Department of Fish and Game
Division of Sport Fish

Attn: Robin Willis

333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-1599

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Realty, Mail Stop 211
Chief, Branch of Operations

1011 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99503



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Refuge Manager

Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge
P.O. Box 346

Bethel, Alaska 99559

Anchorage Field Office (040)
Easement Reading File (904)

KJ Mushovic (964)
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NAVIGABILITY REPORT: KUSHLUK RIVER in
Native Allotment F-16009, Mouth in Sec.25, T. 8N., R. 69 W., SM
Window 2029, Group Survey 284

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Local Name: The people interviewed for this report said that the name Kushluk is wrong on the
USGS maps. Local people call this /! 'ling ‘uth lik (many birch trees), Birch Creek or the North
Fork of the Kwethluk. The river is within the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge.

~Nearest Settlement: Kwethluk

Length of Water Body: Flows 25 miles to Kwethluk River. ! This report is based on the Storet
map which plots it at 40 miles.

Watershed: Unknown

USGS Quadrangle(s) in selected area: Bethel C-6

Akulikutak River Interim
Summary Report
Attachment 9

Aerial Photo (s) in selected area: CIR 60. Roll 10, Frame 377, July l§80

Was the water body Photo Interpreted? Yes, July 1996 -

Was a Field Report/Interview Report created? An interview report was created on December 8,
1997.% A field report was created on December 4, 1997 3

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS

Township Section Mile Status and Remarks
Number Storet ‘

SN.R.6OW |25 0-1 | 1C 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
SN.R.68W |29 30, 31,32 1-6 IC 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
8N, R 68W |33 6-6.25 | NA F-16009 YDNWR
SN, R 68W |33 6.25-8 | 1C213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
TN,R 68W | 1,23 4 10 11 8-15 IC 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
8N.,R. 68W |36 15-17 | IC 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
8N R 67W | 31,32 33,34 17-22 | IC 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
IN.R 6TW |1,2.3 12 22-28 | IC 213/214 Non-Nav 7/12/79 YDNWR
TN.R 66 W {7171819202933 |2836 | NotSelected YDNWR

[ ON_ R 66 W 4310 1516212027 136-40 | Not Selected YDNWR




PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Type of Water Body: Tributary of the Kwethluk River

Vegetation: Tundra and birch trees

Water Body Bottom Characteristics: Unknown

Velocity of Water Body: Local residents say it is slow moving.

Discharge Volume (max. min, mean): Unknown.

Gradient: 4' per mile

Source Bank to Bank Width | Mile —“
Laura Lagstrom - Field Exam 9/97 30' 0-6 II
CIR- 60 roll 10 frame 377 Iuly 1980 | approx. Two chaips 6 i
Source Impediments (nature) Mile ll
John Andrew none 6 <|
John Owen none 6
Phillip Guy shallow water, underwater logs, beaver dams, fallen 10
' trees

Pool/Riffle: Unknown
Source Depth (ft) Mile AI
John Andrew unknown but deep enough to be boated 0-6
John Owen unknown but deep enough to be boated 0-6

USES

Historical:

In the early 1920's the Alaska Road Commission placed ferry boats on the trail crossings of the
Kisaralik and Kushluk nvers.* Additionally. a Division of Highways 1926 Operations Report

states. “Two ferry boats were installed on the Kiselakik [sic] and Kuskluk [sic] Rivers.™
However, neither report gave an indication of where these ferry boats were installed.



Direct Evidence (who, what, why, when, where. how):

On September 15, 1997 a field inspection by air revealed this river to be about 25'-30" wide from
its confluence with Akulikutak River to just beyond Madronna Helmicks allotment. There were
no obstructions within the channel.

John Andrew, a YDNWR employee said he has frequently traveled up and down the Kushluk or
more correctly JI'fing ‘uth 'tu 'lik, Birch Creek or the North Fork of the Kwethluk River. People
hunt, berry pick and fish in this area. He was aware of Madrona Helmick’s Native allotment at
mile six and said the creek is boatable during spring, summer and fall from the mouth of the river
to her place and beyond. Last fali he was caribou hunting in this area with a 18' Lund with a 45
horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. He was carrying more than 1,000 pounds.

Phillip Guy, a Land Planner for Kwethluk. said that the river is called 7#/ 'fing "uth 'tu ik which
means “many birch trees” and that the name Kushluk is a misnomer. The river is high in the
spring (April and May) because of ice dams on the Kuskokwim and high in the fall (August and
September} after the rainy season. Last August he took his wife to pick berries and to scout for
hunting in this area. He was able to boat ten miles upriver before the river became narrow,
shallow and obstructed by beaver dams, underwater logs and overgrown banks. He was using an
18’ Lund with a 30 horsepower propeller motor.

Public Opinion (susceptibility to use):

John Owen, a BIA Realty Specialist in Kwethluk said the river is open from spring to fall for boat
travel. He said they are able to carry loads of 1,000 pounds or more with no problem. He said
people are boating to and beyond Madronna Helmick’s Native allotment for berry picking,
hunting and fishing. It is wide. deep and free of obstructions.

CONCLUSION (Gulkana River Standard)
(at least three facts should support conclusion)

Navigable (explain):

I find the Kushluk River navigable within Madrona Helmick’s Native Allotment F-16009 in Sec.
33. T.8N.,R. 68 W., SM. The river 1s wide, deep and free of obstructions through Sec. 3, T. 7
N..R. 68 W., SM. Local residents consistently use this river from spring to fall during low and
high water conditions to reach their allotments, fish camps and hunting areas and are able to carry
heavy loads. '

Report Prepared By: Date:__/ / g,/¢ g
, | v

L)



NOTES

1.Donald J. Orth, Dictionary of Alaska Place Names, U.S. Geological Survey Professional
Paper 567, Washington D.C.: GPO 1967, p. 554.

2.Laura Lagstrom, Interview Report, Memorandum to the File FF-14883-A, Kwethluk
Incorporated (75.4), December 8, 1997, 8pp.

3.Laura Lagstrom, Field Report, Memorandum to the File FE-14883-A, Kwethjuk
Incorporated (75.4), December 4. 1997, 14pp.

4.A History, Alaska’s Kuskokwimn River Region by C. Michael Brown, BLM, State Office,
Anchorage, Alaska 1985, pp 527 & 756.

5.Fifty Years of Highways, Alaska Department of Public Works, Division of Highways,
Graced Edman, Alice Hudson, Sam Johnson, Nome, 1960.
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ALASKA STATE OFFICE ' b
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ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99513-7599 _ U{\ & /
. , Bethel-NA-FY'98
Akulik“tak River Interim G'OOdncws Bay-N A-FY’98
Simmary Report _
Attachment 10 JN 171998 9600 (924)

Memorandum :
To: Chief, Branch of Survey Preparation and Policy Interpretation (AK925)
From: Chief, Branch of Mapping Sciences (AK924) -
Subject: 19 Additional Native Allotments in Survey Window 2700

The memorandum supplements cur navigability report dated 11/7/97 for survey window 2700
that identifies navigable waters on lands selected under the Alaska Native Claims Settiement Act,
and the Native Allotment Act. After review, I found no navigable waters within the 19 Native
Allotment selections that lie in eight townships situated within either the Yukon Delta or Togiak

National Wildiife Refuge.

The BL.M-Alaska's navigability criteria are based upon federal title navigability law. In a March
16, 1976, memorandum, Hugh Garner, Associate Solicitor, summarized the law for the purpose

~of adnmustéﬁﬁ'g the Alaska Native Claims Seftlement Act. In general, BLM considers nontidaj
water bodies navigable if, at the time of statehood, they were suitable for travel, trade, and
commerce. Additionally, in a December 13, 1989 Ninth Circuit Court decision, the court found
that watercraft customary at statehood included boats with a load capacity of about 1,000
pounds. " The court further held that the contemporary guided fishing and sightseeing activity on
the Gulkana River was commerce and that watercraft customary at statehood “could have at'least
supported” this commercial activity.

Tidal water bodies, lakes fifty acres or more in size, and rivers averaging 198 feet or more in
width are not described because, regardless of their navigability status, these water bodies are
segregated on the survey plat. Only streams three chains or less in width and lakes fifty acres or
less in size are reported. The following appendix lists those townships added to window 2700.

/s/ William C. Johnston
Acting



Appendix I

19 Additional Native Allotments in Window 2700 by Townsh:p
Seward Meridian

TIN.RGZW
None on selected lands
T.IN,R 63 W.
None on selected lands

LI1N.R64W,
None on setected lands

ITIS R 62ZW
None on selected lands

T2S. R62W
None on selected lands
T1S.R6W
None on selected lands

[ 3S. R 83 W
None on selected lands

[L8S. R 67TW

None on selected lands
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Iim Culbertson

State of Alaska DNR
Navigability Unit

3601 C Street, Suite 980
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5936

State of Alaska .
Department of Natural Resources
Realty Services Section

3601 C Street, Suite 960
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5936 -

Robin Willis

State of Alaska, Dept. F&G
Habitat Division

333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

Matthew Nicolai, President
Calista Corporation

601 W. S5th Avenue, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2225

'Nick Ayapan, President, CEO

Kwethluk Incorporated
P.C. Box 109
Kwethluk, Alaska 99621

John Owen, Realty Specialist
Kwethluk IRA

P.O. Box 127

Kwethluk, AX 99621

A. Carter, President
Native Village of Eek
P.O. Box 87

Eek, Alaska 99578

Myron Naneng, President

Association of Village Council Presidents (AVCP)
P.0. Box 219

Bethel, Alaska 99559



Mike Reardon, Refuge Manager
Yukon Delta NWR .

Post Office Box 346

Bethel, AK 99559

Aaron Archibeque, Refuge Manager
Togiak NWR

Post Office Box 270

Dillingham, AK 99576

Warren Keogh, Navigable Waters Specialist
Water Resources Branch '
USFWS, Region 7

1011 E. Tudor Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

‘Chief, Branch of Field Surveys (921)
Chief, Survey Data Research Section {926}
Chief, Mapping Section (924)

Chief, GCDB Project Section (926)
ANCSA (962)

Anchorage District Office (040)

_AK924LLagstrom:liladditionwps



NAVIGABILITY REPORT: Eek River

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

There is ohe Native allotment that straddles the river near mile 126 within Sec. 18, T. I N, R. 63
W., SM. Two other Native aliotrnents meander the riverin T. I N, R. 64 W., SM.

A previous BLM navigability report for Window 1562 (Baird Inlet Quad File) dated 2/21/89
determined Eek River navigable to and through F-15812Cin T. 1 N, R. 67 W, SM.

Local Name: Eek River - Var. Reka Ik, Eskimo name published as Ik by Lt. Sarachev (1826,
map 3) It has been spelled Eek since 1880."

Nearest Settlement: Eek

Length of Water Body: Heads at 59°59' N, 160°05' W., flows NW 108 miles and joins
Eenayarak River to form Eek Channel Kuskokwim River, 45 miles SW of Bethel, Yukon-
Kuskokwim Deita. * This report is based on the storet map which plots it over 150 miles.

Watershed: Eek Mountains

USGS Quadrangie(s) in selected area: USGS Bethel A-4, 1954

Aetial Photo (s) in selected area: CIR 60, Roll 10, July 1980, Frame 46

‘Was the water body Photo Interpreted? Yes by Scott Guyer - April 8, 1998. He began his

photointerpretation at the end of the navigability determination dated 2/21/89. CIR 60, Roll 10,
July 1980, Frames 51-44. Beginning at Sec. 19, T. 1 N, R. 66 W., the channel ranges between 1-
2 chains wide, is clear except for occasional gravel bars and islands. The river begins to be
predominately one chain wide southwest of Eek lake within Sec. 10, T. I N., R. 64 W. The
channel increases meandering and is characterized by oxbows, sloughs and gravel bars. It
continues to be one chain wide. Within Sec. 19, T. I N, R. 63 W., gravel bars increase and the .
width remains at a chain but shallowness from gravel bars may impede navigability. The stream
appears open to Sec. 11, T. 1 5, R. 64 W, SM.

Was a Field Report/Interview Report created? An interview report was created March 13, 1998,
SUBMERGED LAND STATUS _ _ _
Township Section Mile Status and Remarks
Number '
T_IN R 63IW 18 126 | NA FF-017341 YDNWR




PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Type of Water Body: River
Water Body Bottom Characteristics: Gravel
Source Bank to Bank Width Mile H
Kenneth Henry | 20'~30' wide through the allotments 126 H
Fritz Petluska | 30'-50' wide through the allotments 126 I'
LsconGuwer |56 12 ;
Source 7 Impediments (nature) Mile
Steven White Few Strainers and sweepers along the edges 100
Kenneth Henry Rocks and boulders 100
Fritz Petluska Rocks, boulders, strainers, sweepers when you enter the 100
- Jnountains or near the Great Ridge
Steven White { 1%4’~3' in September- this deepest period lasts 6-8 days; est. 45 air
During Fune, July and part of August it is about 6" and miles or 100
one has to drag the boat. river miles
Kenneth 1'-2"in shallow areas; 6' which lasts between 2-3 weeks in | 118-128 - - V
Henry the fall. |
il
: bl
Fritz Petluska | 2'in shallow areas; 6'-8' deep around bends. This high 118-128
water lasts about 2 weeks in September. It is too shallow
_in June, July and August to reach these allotments.
Johnny Hawk | 3'-4’ in September; the river becomes very 3'-4' depth near
narrow but deep beginning in T. 1 N, R. 66 W to mouth | mule 93 (below
of a creek in Sec. 4, T. 1 N, R. 65 W. After this point, report arez)
the river meanders and becomes 5o shallow one must

Commercial (who, what, why, when, where, how): No commercial use.



Historical:

In 1948 the Bureau of Mines began to prospect and mine at Rainy Creek which flows into Eek
River near mile 140. They accessed the area by small aircraft from Bethel, a dozer along a winter
trail from Cripple Creek via Canyon Creek and by dozer along a winter trail from Goodnews Bay
in 1945 and 1946. The author reports: “It would be possible to reach this area during high water
by ascending the Eek River from the Kuskokwim. This would not be practical because of the time
required and the necessity for using a canoe or small poling boat on the upper reaches of the river.
The exact distance has not been determined but it is estimated to be not less than 200 miles.” *

Direct Evidence (who, what, why, when, where, how):

Steven White used to hunt around Breast Mountain every fall during September until four or five
years ago. He used a 18' Lund with a 40-Horsepower propeller motor to reach this area when the
river was at its highest. The deepest areas were about 3' deep and the shallowest areas 112’ deep.
The river stayed high between 6-8 days.

Kenneth Henry said he will not boat to the Sawtooth Mountains unless there is another boat along
because of the swift current and hidden boulders. In September 1996 during his hunting trip it
rained every day and the river became very deep, however, as soon as the rain stopped, the river
dropped very quickly. He stressed if there is no rain you cannot reach this area.

Fritz Petluska feels this area is accessible for about a two week period after the rain. He states,
“If there is no rain, you cannot even reach the mountains.”

" The two sons of Alfred Alexie whose Native ailotment straddies Eek River, live in Kwethlukand

have not been to their fathers parcel. They said traditionally, families would leave the villages
near the end of January or February and travel by dog team to their “spring camps” situated in the
mountains where they would hunt, trap and fish. Shortly after the ice went out and the rivers
were high from snow run off, they would build wooden framed skin boats and dnft downstream.

CONCLUSION (Gulkana River Standard)
(at least three facts should support conclusion)

Navigable (explain):

I find the Eek River non-navigable within Native Allotment selection FF-017241in T. I N, R. 63
W., SM. A majority of the villagers of Eek use 18' Lunds with 30-90 horsepower jet units to
enable them to boat upstream to the base of Breast Mountain and the mouth of Kapon Creek in
Sec. 20, T. 1 N., R. 63 W., SM. This can only be done after a significant amount of rain has
fallen, usually in the fall during September. This high water period only lasts between 2-3 weeks.
The river is only inches deep in the summer. They have reported there are years when they are not

able to reach this far because of the lack of rain.
ate; %W /Z; /P75

Report Prepared By:_ /) /{14




NOTES
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Paper 567, Washington D.C., GPO 1967, p. 302
2. Ibid |
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NAVIGABILITY REPORT: Kwethluk River in
T.IN,Rs. 62 & 63W.,SM.and T. 1 S,Rs. 62 & 63, W,, SM_

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

There are three Native allotments that straddle the river between miles 117-125 (approximates).
It was previously determined navigable within selected lands, “through T. 7 N, R. 69 W, and
upstreamto T. 3 N, R. 66 W, SM.” See navigability report 11/6/91 for Group Survey 253,
Window 1837 (Bethel Quad File).

Local Name: Kwethluk River
Nearest Settlement: Kwethluk situated 20 river miles upstream on the Kuskokwim from Bethel

Length of Water Body:

The Dictionary of Alaska Place Names states it flows 85 miles to Kuskokuak Slough which is 10
miles east of Bethel.! The storet map and several historical documents list it more than 135 miles
long. A document by USFWS states the Kwethluk River is 138 miles long from its origin the
Kilbuck Mountains to its mouth at the Kuskokwim River. It heads at an elevation of
approximately 2000 ft. and flows 18 miles through glacially formed mountains, 62 miles through
foothills, and finally through low tundra. The river is snow fed and clear for the first 60 miles
below the headwaters before it becomes murky, slow and meandering. *

Watershed: Kilbuck Mountains

 USGS Quadrangle(s) in selected area: Bethel A4, B4-5 . . . . ...
Agﬁﬂhm(ﬂjudgﬂm: CIR 60, Roll 10, July 1980, Frames 186-188-189-191-193; CIR

60, Roll 3397, August 1984, Frames 8060 & 8061, CIR 60, Roll 3391, August 1984, Frame 44.

Was a Field Report/Interview Report created? An interview report was created March 13, 1998.

SUBMERGED LAND STATUS
- = — )
Township Section | Mile Status and Remarks
Number .
IN.R 63W. 24 117 NA F-17051A, YDNWR.
1N, R 62 W, 32,33 1121 NA F-19255, F-19257 B, YDNWR -
1S, R 62W. 6,18,7 | 127 AA8287, AA8288, AA8289, YDNWR
1S,R. 62 W, 19,22,23, | 127-135 | Togiak National Wildtife Refuge, Togiak Wdns.
25 26-30 '
Lis R 63w N RV NAF-19253 A, F-19261 YDNWR_



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Type of Water Body: River

Source Bank to Bank Width | Mile
Alexander Nicori 30'-45' & 60' wide Beyond Elbow Mt. (73+)
John Andrew 150-200' 73 to spring camps (117-125)
Richard Long 100’ 73 (Elbow Mountain)
Scott Guyer (photo-interpret) ] 66'-198' 73-105 Elbow Mt. to Crooked Cr.
: ) 66'-100 105-117 Crooked Cr. To F-17051A
50°-66' 117 Anna Z. Andrew F-17051A
k- 128 {approx. milgage)
%#ﬁ - =
Source Impediments (nature} ' Mile
Alex Nicori Gravel Bars and Shallow areas above Three Step Mountain | 30+
John W, Andrew Sweepers before Elbow Mountain 73-
Boulders and gravel bars above Crooked Creek 105+
Richard Long A few boulders 117+
Vo vicbonsia ™ 1o T R W
Source | . Depth(ft) L | Mile
Max high water May 15-end of May for 2-3 weeks and to-Breast Mt. (117)
Angellan viid August-end of August for 2-3 weeks
Alexander 8'-15' High water to Breast Mt. (117+)
Nicori 8'-9"-10"-15' Mid-May for a couple of weeks to Breast Mt. (117+)
1¥4’-2' from latter past of June to mid-July to Breast Mt. (117+)
2%:-12' in the fall after rains; 12"is around deep holes
John W. 6" - 2' during June and July above Elbow Mt.
Andrew 10'-12' August or Sept. (73+)
- | near mile 105
Richard 10" during high water in September- lasts 3-4 weeks | above Elbow Mt.
| Long {73+)




Other:
USES

Commercial (who, what, why, when, where, how): No commercial use.

Historical:

During 1986-87 Michael Coffing with the Department of Fish and Game studied the subsistence
wildlife harvest and use for the community of Kwethluk. Michael interviewed seven elders from
Kwethluk who déscribed the seasonal subsistence activities between to 1900 to 1930. Beginning
in late January or early February, families would leave the community of Kwethluk and head
eastward over the Kuskokwim Mountains to Togiak Lake, Tikchik Lake and to the upper Aniak
and Holitna River drainages hunting furbearers, moose, caribou and brown bear. Squirrel were
hunted near Heart Lake near the headwaters of Kwethluk River. As snow melted, the men
headed back west over the mountains to their camps where the women and children were trapping
squirrel, and snaring ptarmigan and hare. The families left these camps and headed over to the
Kwethluk, Kisaralik, Eek or Kanektok rivers where they built skin covered wooded-framed boats
to drift downstream. The boats were made with spruce or cottonwood frames jashed together
and covered with skin of caribou, reindeer, moose, brown bear or seal. These boats were capable
of camrying several people, their gear, dried meat, and furs. The trip was often dangerous and the
skin boats punctured easily. Swift water carried the rafts downstream at a relatively rapid speed.
It took families approximately three days to reach Three Step Mountain, about 25 miles southeast
of Kwethluk * In this report I did not find any references to the width, depth or the number of
‘days, weeks, or months of ordinary or low/high water conditions.

Direct Evidence (wt_lo, what, why, when, where, how):

Max Angellan uses a 20 Yukon Lund with a 40 horsepower jet drive and said he only boats up to
this area of the allétments dirring high watef conditioris which last from mid-May to the end of
May and from nud-August to the end of August.

Alexander Nicori said that peopie from Bethel use jet boats near the end of Auguét and into
September to hunt moose and caribou around Crooked Creck. Nicori said the allottees and their
' families now fly in and fly out in the fail when they go to subsistence hunt.

John Andrew said that during June and July one cannot boat past Elbow Mountain which is 73
miles upstream but only during high water conditions which occur after spring melt and fall rain.
Even then, it is only deep between two to four weeks.

Willie Andrew has not been up to Crooked Creek or Breast Mountain since he was a little boy but
reported that because of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, local people chose these
allotments far up the Kwethluk River because that is where they traditionally had their spring
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camps. During March-April they would travel to their spring camps by dog team and near the end
of May, descend in a skin boat. But since 1990, local peopie have used jet outboards because the
river is too shallow for propeller driven boats.

Indirect Evidence: The casefile field exams for F-19253, F-19261, AA-8288, AA-8289 contain
pictures of the BLM markers and a few pictures of the river which show it to be very shallow as
evidenced by the riffles and gravel bars. The field exams were done July 30, 1974.

Public Opinion (susceptibility to use): In 1995 the USFWS decided to permit commercial rafting

down the Kwethluk River. Kuskokwim Wilderness Adventures applied for a permit, however, a
coalition called “The Kwethluk Joint Group™” successfully opposed the plan because they felt that
opening up this commercial activity would further encourage commercial uses which would harm
salmon habitat. To date, no commercial rafting activities are permitted on the river. *

John McDonald with Kuskokwim Wilderness Adventures said under normal water flow, propeller.
driven boats could reach Three Step Mountain and during a high water period to Elbow Mountain
but beyond that, the river is very shallow and can only be ascended during periods of extremely

high water which only last a short time.

CONCLUSION (Gulkana River Standard)
(at least three facts should support conclusion)

{gable (explain)

i find the Kwethiuk River non-navigable within three Native Allotment selections that straddle the

Kwethluk Riverin T. 1N, Rs. 62 & 63 W, and T. 1 S, R. 63 W,, SM. Kwethluk and Bethel
residents report that-this area can only be boated during spring and fall high water conditions
which last 2-3 weeks and only with jet boats with light loads. Additionally, a local commercial
rafting company has stated that it would be impossible to reach this far upstream unless the river

~ was extremely high a@nd if so, only for a short period of time.  Beyond Elbow Mountdin the river is
filled with sweepers, boulders, gravel bars and logs. The evidence presented doesn’t support its
use or susceptibility for use as a route for travel, trade and commerce.

Prepared By: Date:



NOTES
1. Orth, J. Donald, Dictionary of Alaska Place Names, U.S. Geological Survey Professional

Paper 567, Washington D.C.: GPO 1967, p. 558.

2. Brown, Mike, Paniyak, Phillip, Lapin, Marc, “General Biological Inventory of the
Kwethluk River’ 1985, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, YDNWR, Bethel, AK 99559

gammunm[ Alaska Department of PFish and Game -Division of Subs:stence, Juneau AK
1991, p. 30

4. Raft trips rile village of Kwethluk, The Tundra Drums, Thursday, 12 January 1995.
Kwethluk River controversy may go to court, The Tundra Drums, Thursday, 19 January 1995.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALASKA STATE OFFICE
222 W._ Tth Avenue, #13
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99513-7599

Bethel-NA-FY98
Goodnews Bay-NA-FY98
9600 (924)
Akulikutak River Interim
Summary Report March 13, 1998
Memorandum , Attachment 11
To: File
From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigability Section AK924
Subject: Interviews for Native Allotment selections added to Window 2700 which straddle
Kwethluk and Eek River

Kwethluk Riverin T. 1N Rs. 62-63 W. & T. 1S, R. 63 W, SM.

April 8, 1998
Aerial review by Scott Guyer on Kwethluk River- Beginning at the last BLM navigability
determination (mile 80) to the Crooked Creek Mouth (mile 103) - Aerials CIR 60, Roll 10, July
1980, Frames 186-188-189-191-193, the river ranges from 1-3 chains wide and is unobstructed
except for a few gravel bars and debris to include trees and downed trees in the channel. Aside
_-from-these-obstructionsthe width appears-to be-sufficient-to-allowpassage-Beyond the Crooked
Creek mouth the river heads south and the width in the main channe! ranges between 1- 1 %
chains wide with occasional gravel bars and islands. Around Anna Z. Andrew’s Native Allotment
(mile 117) it is approximately 3/4 to 1 chain wide but an increase in gravel bars constricts the
channel to 20+ feet through Sec. 18, T. 1 S, R. 62 W, (CIR 60, Roll 10, Iu[y 1980, Frame 46,
Roll 3391; CIR 60, Roll 3391, August 1984 Frame 44) . .

A previous navigability report dated 11/6/91 administratively determined the Kwethiuk River
navigable within selected lands up to T. 3 N, R. 66 W., SM.

December 12, 1997
Willie Andrew, AVCP (907)543-7352 said he hasn’t boated to Crooked Creek (mile 103) or

Breast Mountain (inile 117) since he was a little boy. During the summer it is too shallow to
reach this area and there are places that have a strong current. Andrew said villagers from
Kwethluk and Akiak, including his uncle, used to travel by dog team in early spring (March-April)
to their “spring camps” in the mountains. Eventually, these areas were chosen under ANCSA.
After hunting, trapping and fishing, they would make skin boats to drift downstream to their
villages near the end of May. Andrew said beginning inthe early 90's, people began to use jet
outboards to reach this far upriver because the river is too shallow for propeller driven boats.



January 7, 1998.

John Owen (907)757-6216 believes local people boat to Anna Z. Andrew's (mile 118) aliotment
by jetumits. He boated to Greenstone Ridge 10 years ago (mile 100). He had no reason to go
further. He thinks others go just to see how far they can go. He said to call Anna S. Andrew at
757-6229. After several phone calls, I was told that I needed to be talking to Anna Z. Andrew
and also to her son, John W_.-Andrew, who works in Bethel for the USFWS.

March 18, 1998

“Max Angellan {907) 757-6216 said the last time he boated this river was about two years ago
between late August to early September. He said to reach Breast Mountain (mile 117) you have
to wait for high water conditions. During June and July there is not enough water. He said why
would one go somewhere where you have to work and end up cussing because it is too shallow.
One could reach that area after spring break up which occurs between May 15 and the end of
May and after the fall rain which occurs between mid-August to end of August. Ifthere is a lot of
sunshine, the river drops quickly. He felt it stayed high for 2-3 weeks. If there is little rain, the
river is very shallow up there. He uses a 20' boat 2020 Yukon Lund with a 40-HP jet dnve, His
load included three people, two drums of gas or about 110 gallons of gas and camping gear.
They stayed about 4-5 days and climbed Breast Mountain, T. I N, R63 W,

March 25, 1998
Alexander Nicori, who works at the Orgamzed Village of Kwethluk Office Ph: (907) 757-6216,

FAX (907) 757-6073, said the last tune he was at the spnng camps of Anna Z. Andrew, Wassillie

by snow macl_nne and then dnfted down by skin boat sometxme near May 23rd.

Alex said the last time anybody floated the Kwethluk River was four or five years ago. They
traveled by snowmachine to the spring camps and after hunting and trapping they drifted
downstream in a wooden-framed boat ¢overed with skins. The boats were about 17" long and
about 15" wide, a more oval shape. Their snowmachines were stored on top of tree branches
situated on solid ground, safe from rising water. In early January the young men from the village
would go up and pick up the snowmachines.

Long before snowmachines were used, villagers from Kwethluk and Akiak traveled to their
spring camps by dog team. A common practice was to plan a time and place to meet after they
were finished hunting and trapping so they could drift downstream together in several boats. This
was done in order to share in the preparation and construction of the boats, to share loads and to
ensure safe travel. They normally met at a spring camp located furthest downstream such as Anna
Z. Andrew’s allotment. As soon as the Kuskokwim River ice had gone out, usually around the
23rd of May, they began their descent downstream. He believes the depth ranged between 10'-
15' and as shallow as 8'-9' deep. This deep water lasted a couple of weeks.

He feels that in the area around and above Breast Mountain during the latter part of June to mid
July the river varies in depth between 1'4’-2' . Some people are able to get up there with jet units.



He said above Elbow Mountain the river changes to one well defined channel versus the
meandering and murky waters especially around Three Step Mountain. Between 1970's - 1980's
before Alex was married, he used to go with his friends every weekend in July upstream with a 17"
Wooden Boat with a 30-HP Mariner. They did not reach as far as Elbow Mountain {mile 73),

Alex said that after the fall rain, the river can vary in depth from 2'%4’-12'. The 12’ depth is around
deep holes. He said people from Bethe! use jet boats near the end of August and into September
to hunt moose and caribou around Crooked Creek. They also sport fish. He said that the
allottees and their families now fly in and fly out in the fall when they go to subsistence hunt.

March 30, 1998 .
John W. Andrew, USFWS Bethel Phone 1-800-621-5804, FAX (907) 543-4413. ‘John, hls

mother, Anna Z. Andrew and his father, Wassillie J. Andrew have allotments near Breast
Mountain (mile 117).

John Andrew and Mike Coffing, who works for AKDF&G Bethel, boated the Kwethiuk River
near the end of either August-or September 1995 or 1996 to hunt caribou and moose. He used a
20" aluminum Lund with a 40-HP Yamaha propeller motor. His load included the other person,
60 gallons of gas and camping gear. They camped at the mouth of a small creek near Greenstone
Ridge which is just below the mouth of Crooked Creek. The river was between 10'-12' deep.
They shot two bull caribou and did boat up to Crooked Creek but turned around for several
reasons: the river became too shallow, there were too many farge boulders that could ruin the
propeller, there were too many gravel bars and they were running out of time. John said around
-the spring-camps-beginning at-his-mothers-allotment (Anna Z.-Andrew,mile 117) the riveris - - - -
between 6"- 2' during June and July. It would be hard to drag a boat against the current and it
would ruin the propeller, He said one can reach Elbow Mountain (mile 73) during June and July

but after that it would be too shallow.

John said that between Nicolai Andrew’s allotment and Elbow Mountain {mile 73) there are
sweepers which boaters do clear with chainsaws. Above Etbow mountain and Crooked Creek
(mile 105) there are good size boulders in the river. He thought Wilderness Adventures has been
up this river but they were not listed in Bethel phone book. They were not listed in Anchorage

directory either.

John said high water conditions occur after the spring ice melt between the end of May to the 1st
of June for two to three weeks and also after the fall rain beginning in August for three or four
weeks depending on the rainy season. One time it lasted during August and September. He said
that Wassillie Evan has boated at least three times to the spring camps. (Wassillie Evan does not
have a phone). I faxed a copy of my notes on our telephone interview to John to verify his
statements and said I would call him back tomorrow.

March 31, 1998
Second telephone interview with John W. Andrew. John said beginning around 1920 farmhes

would leave the villages around the end of March or the beginning of April and travel by dog team



and sometimes by foot to their spring camps in the Eek and Kilbuck Mountains. They usually
stopped along the way at places such as Old Corral which is off the Akulikutak River or at the
junction of Crooked Creek and Kwethluk River and stay a week or so hunting before continuing
to their spring camps. They would hunt bear, caribou and trap beaver, ptarmigan, ground squirrel
and fish in the lakes. Near the latter part of May they wouild begin heading downstream which
took several days. They used to use wooden framed boats covered with skin. He remembers
their boat being covered by three brown bear hides. They also used caribou and moose skins, but
bear was more desirable since it did not puncture as easily. They would drift and paddle
downstream and camp near the mouth of Crooked Creek, Devil’s Elbow or Three Step Mountain.
Before outboard motors were available, the families would drift all the way to the villages.

John remembers going by dog team to spring camp with his family in 1952 when he was seven
years old. They had between 9-14 dogs. When they were ready to drift down the river, his father
would break down their sled and use the sied material for the floor boards of the boat. The frame
was covered with skins of a native brown bear, an adult moose and a yearling calf. There load
included his mom and dad, his sister, David Evan, Nicon and himself, their dogs and the
subsistence harvest they had hunted and trapped. John said the men and families had a time
schedule they kept. The hunting, trapping, food preparation and preservation, the building of the
boats and preparation of the skins and all had to be timed and coordinated in order to leave when
the ice had gone out of the Kuskokwim and the river was high enough to drift down. Because the
boats were made of skin, they were easily punctured. He said the families would gather at the
lowest downstream camp and caravan down, This could be seven or more families all together
John said beginning in the 1960's families began to travel by snow machine to their spnng camps

I ohn said the Kwethluk River used to be deeper but because of the increase of the beaver
population and the decreasing snow pack in the mountains the Kwethluk niver is much lower than
it used to be. He estimates the river above Elbow Mountain to be between 150'-200' wide.

April 1, 1998
Alex Nicori received the fax regardmg our telephone interview done on March 25 1998 znd
made a few minor changes. He estimated the river to be about 30'-45' wide and 60' wide in
shallow places between Elbow and Breast Mountain based on his last trip during the spring of
1988. Impediments included gravel bars and shallow areas above Three Step Mountain. s
uncle told him a long time ago they used to use skin boats with frames made out of cottonwocd
_ trees that were 15'-20" tail. The men would split and quarter the wood before bending it into a
frame. They would cover the frame with skins before boarding the families and drifting
downstream. At the village they would strip the boat of the skins and the following spring when
they returned to their spring camps, they would bring the boat frame with them.

April 2, 1998
Richard Long, Organized Village of Kwethluk Office (907)757-6023 said that he doesn’t tike
to boat erther the Akulikutak or Kwethluk Rivers but the last time he boated above Breast
Mountain (mile 117) was in the beginning of September 1989. There were two other people with
him and their camping gear which he estimated to be about 400-500 Ib. They stayed one week.
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He used a 18' Lund with a 40-HP propeller motor. He said above Breast Mountain (117 miles) it
. was around 10' deep which lasts between 34 weeks. He said it is around 100’ wide from bank to
bank above Elbow to Breast Mountain. He doesn’t remember too many boulders in the river.

April 3, 1998 '
During the last interview I failed to ask Max Angellon about the width and depth of the
Kwethluk river. He was hesitant to give approximate numbers. He said that the river can be as
narrow as 10" and as wide as 50 or more. When I mentioned that other people said that it is
about 100-150' wide, he said it could be that wide in places but he wasn't going to make a blanket
statement that it is this wide here and this wide there. When I asked him about the depth, he said
he didn’t have a measuring stick and .couldn’t tell me how deep the river. was. When I asked him
about impediments, he said there are trees and boulders in places and some side tributaries have
beaver dams. He was not very responsive so I thanked him for his time.

April 13, 1998

Richard Long said that the reason he doesn’t like to boat the Kwethluk is because the channel
changes every year, especially above Three Step and Elbow Mountain. When I asked him about
the 400-500 pounds, he said this included everything, the three people and their gear.

Dot Tideman also talked with Richard who stated he has taken a 18' Lund boat with a 40-HP

motor only once in 1989. There were only a few boulders in the river. He only stayed a week in

the fall, however, people can stay three-four weeks. He was with his uncle and cousin and

estimates their total weight between 400-500 pounds. He said the river is not hard to boat,

- -however;-he-hates to boat-the river as-the-channel-chranges-constantly-and -the-current 1s-fast-and - -

_ one must know the channel. Another reason he does not boat the river is that it busts a lot of
motors if they are not jet motors. These cost about $2,500. When he was younger, he went
every year by dog team and floated downstream.

May 7, 1998 S
There were two newspaper art:clcs in the I?le Drums 1/12 & 1/19 in 1995 regardmg potem]al

commercial guided float trips down the Kwethluk River. The USFWLS had decided to allow two
commercial outfitters three trips apiece between August | to the end of September. Kuskokwim
Wildemess Adventures applied for a permit but a coalition calied “The Kwethiuk Joint Group”
formed to oppose the plan on the basis that commercial uses will open the door to ever increasing
commercial rafters that would harm the spawning grounds of the salmon.

Paul Liedberg with the USFWLS 1-800-621-5804 Permitting Section in Bethel said the conflict
for commercial rafting on the Kwethluk River occurred before his time. Currently there are no
commercial activities allowed on the Kisaralik, Kwethluk, Eek and Kasigiuk Rivers which lie
inside refuge lands (Yukon Delta and Togiak NWR). These commercial activities would involve
use on refuge lands. There are some who do 2 “pickup service” on the lower end, no higher than
corporation lands. He said there is a River Management Plan on the Kisaralik but not on the
Kwethluk. Just recently, there has been interest by the Kwethluk IRA Council to develop a river
management plan for the Kwethluk similar to the Kisaralik.
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Dennis Strom who was the YDNWR Deputy Manager PH: 1-800-621-5804 FAX 543-4413

at the time the article was written said at the present time there are no commercial permits for the

Kwethluk River. At the time of the article, the permits would have allowed rafters to float the

river after portaging from a small lake that USFWS refers to as “Boundary Lake” aptly named

. because of its location between the boundaries of YDNWR and Togiak NWR. The lake canbe - -
landed-with a loaded 185 or 206 but take off must be with a light load. The portage to the river is
about 1/4 of a mile. Dennis floated the river once from Boundary Lake to Three Step Mountain
dunng July 1996 but plans to float it twice this summer from Boundary Lake to Three Step

Mountain to study fish. About six miles above Three Step Mountain there are several oxbows
which continuously erode and dump mud and silt into the river. Upstream the river is clear.

Villagers have traditionally reached their “spring camps”™ by dog team and drifted down in boats.
In the past few years they have reached these camps by airplanes with skies but must leave before
the ice goes out. During the spring, snow runoff raises the river but not enough to allow boat use
to Breast Mountain or to these allotments. During June and July one can reach Elbow Mountain
with a jet boat but the river characteristics instantly change to a stream heavily braided with
scveral different channels, sharp corners and nasty sweepers. The rainy season begins mid-July
and lasts through August until freeze-up or late September early October. In a normal year by
mid to end-August the river is very high. There-was a fish weir about 5-6 miles above Three-Step
Mountain that overflowed mid-August. Fall or September is the best time to boat to the Native
Allotment selections south of Breasi Mountain. Dennis feels the river stays high in this area
between 5-6 weeks although he has not been up in this area in the fall. He said to talk with John
Andrew. The civer receives a significant amount of water, as much as a 1/3 from Crooked Creek.
- -Above Crooked-Greek -and-Kwethluk Rivers the charactenstics-of both.water-bodies change..— - ..

They become significantly shallower.

May 11, 1998
I talked with John McDonald with Kuskolcwnm Wilderness Adventures 543-3900 regarding

his request for one of two permits to raft the Kwethluk River re: The Drums article of January
1995. He said the USFWS canceled the permits because of the opposition and political hassle
with the villagers. Ideally, he wanted the Kwethluk Village to use one permit and he the other.
He said one could not boat to the area of the Native Allotments around Breast Mountain except
in extremely high water conditions and only for a short period of possibly two weeks. He said
that one could boat to Three Step and maybe to Elbow Mountain with a jet unit during high water
but it would be too difficult to boat further, Last year on overflight he saw just beyond Elbow
Mountain a large blockage created by logs and sweepers from beaver activity on side tnbutaries,
He said people would have a difficult time boating beyond this during normal flow.

Eek River - Alfred Alexie’s allotment straddles the Eek Riverin Sec. 18, T. 1 N,, R. 63 W, SM.

December 12, 1997
His son, Arthur Alexie at 757—6829 said he has not been to his fathers allotment. He said to cail

his brother Alexie A. Alexie who does volunteer work at the city office 757-6022. He also
mentioned that his uncle, Abraham Alexie Sr. has been up this area.



Alexie A. Alexie -757-6022 said he has not boated Eek River because one would have to go
downstream from the village of Kwethiuk then upstream on the Eek River to reach his father's
allotment. Ifaxed a copy of the sketch diagram to him (757-6497) since he was not aware that
his father’s application was still valid. It had been approved based on the 1906 Act.

April 16, 1998
Johnny Hawk (907) 536-5128, ANA Pro;ect Manager in the Eek Tribal Office has three
allotments along Eek River, one on the North Fork, one at South Fork and one at the mouth of ...
He said other good people to talk to would be Steven White (younger brother of Carlie White)
Eek Council member, Joshua White, younger brother of Steven White, and Fritz Petluska at the
City Office (907) 536-5129. They have been up the river many times. -

Johnny boated Eek River last September 1997 to hunt and fish. He was not aware of the location
of the Native allotments and wasn’t sure if he reached Breast Mountain. I offered to mail him a
map so we could identify the area he boated to. Continuing on with our conversation, Hawk said
he used a 18' Wooiridge with a 150HP jet unit. His load included two other people, 150 gallons of
gas, their tent and food. They were gone one week. He saw about % dozen other boaters with
16'-18' Lunds mounted with 40-50 Horsepower propeller motors. The river was between 3'-4'
deep during September. There is an area beyond the ridge where the river narrows to 15'-20' but it
also becomes very deép. Beyond this area the river widens again. There are beaver dams on side
tributaries but none on Eek because the river is too swift. The bottom of the river is gravel with
lots of good fishing for all five species of salmon, whitefish, graying, trout and arctic char. He
said high water occurs after spring breakup around the 2nd or 3rd week of May and again during
~thefatterpart-of August-until freeze=iip which oceurs daring the2nd or 3rd week of October.

He said that one could use a propeller driven boat during the summer if you wanted to go “all the
way” if you wanted to get out and walk your boat. Again, we will discuss this when he gets the
map. The shallowest he has seen the river dunng a dry spell was 1’ or less.

He sald the river gets narrow when you get to the ﬁrst mountain on the leﬂ (shaped hke a “c”) but
it is fairly deep (3'4") because it is so narrow, sometime he touches the bottom. He said his boat
can still travel in water as shallow as 6". He is looking at establishing a fly-fishing/eco-tourism
business and someday he wouild iike to build a iodge at one of his ailotment sites. He said the
“window of opportunity” would be during July, August and September for 90-120 days. He
presently has 7 - 18' boats with 40 horsepower outboards (propelier). He said he will be taking
AVCP and USFWS personnel up the Eek river this summer to get an “index of the fish
popuiation.” He will be traveling with Tim Andrew with AVCP and maybe Mike Reardon with
USFWS. He mentioned he goes to his first allotment about eight times a year during June and
July and in September to his North & South fork allotments.

Apnl 20, 1998
Steven White (907) 536-5426, younger brother of Carlie White wasn’t sure where Carlie’s

allotment was. The last time he boated to Breast Mountain was about 4 or five years ago in
September. He used to go subsistence hunting every year during the 2nd week of September with



Carlie in'a 18' Lund with a 40-Horsepower propeller motor. Their load included camping gear
which they had to take because the bears have traditionally demolished anything left behind. He
said during September when the river is the highest, the deepest parts are about 3' deep and the
shallowest areas are 114’ deep. It stays high a good 6-8 days. Low water conditions occur during
June, July and part of August before the August rain. During this time the shallowest areas are
about 6" where you have to drag the boat. He said during low water one can reach the 1st-
mountain (on the right bank near mile 93). Impediments’include strainers and sweepers

April 22, 1998

Kemneth Henry who works at the corporation store but happened to be in Johnny Hawks office,
Ph 536-5128, said he normally boats to the Sawtooth Mountains in the area of these allotments
every September to moose hunt didn’t last year because he didn’t have another boat tagging along
" with them. He said the river can be dangerous because of the swift current and hidden boulders
which can tear you boat or motor up. Locals refer to this reach of the river as “North Fork™ and
the Middle Fork as “South Fork”.

The previous year in the middle of September 1996 Henry and another person boated to the area
around Kapon Creek. He used a 18’ Lund with a 50-horsepower Evinrude jet. His load included
two people, gas, tent, food, sleeping bags and rifles. They were gone one week but didn’t have
any luck hunting. Because it rained every day, the river was very deep. He estimated the deeper
areas to be about 6' deep and shallow areas about 1'-2' deep. He estimated it to be about 20'-30'
wide. He feels the high water conditions last between 2-3 weeks. Impediments included rocks
that begin to get bigger after the 1st mountain {on the right bank near mile 93 before the Great
“Ridge).- Sometimesif it rains continuously duringthemonth of September, the river canstay
high a week longer. But as soon as the rain stops, the river goes down fast. Again, if there is not
much rain, you can’t reach this area. He said another good reference would be Johnny White.

Henry feels one can reach about halfway to the mountains in the spring after the snow has melted
and the river is high. In-the-summer if.you have a light load and use.a jet unit one.can reach the
1st mountain but after that it would be too dangerous. In the fall one could reach the Rainy Creek
if you had a light load and four people to pull the boat when it became too shallow. Some people
do boat up there in August but most are out commercial fishing. Around the end of August when
it begins to rain they start to get ready for hunting. Sometimes in September when it rains
continuously, one could stay an extra week or as long as the river stays high.

April 21, 1998

Fritz Petluska (907)536-5129 FAX 536-5711, City Clerk and acting City Administrator for Eek.
Said he has been up Eek River hunting moose and caribou many times. He usually leaves about
the middle of September and stays between one and two weeks and usually with one or two other
people. He said you have to have at least another person along for when it gets swift. He uses a
18' Lund with a 55-horsepower jet unit. Other residents of Eek use 18' Lunds with 30-90
horsepower jet units, Three people have “Roughnecks” which are flat bottomed boats. Two are
17 and oneis a 15'. Two have 40HP and 70 HP jet units but he’s not sure what the other has. 1
faxed him a map showing the allotments and will call him back this afterncon.



April 24, 1998

Second conversation with Fritz Petluska. Fritz boated to the area of the Native allotments in
September 1995 to hunt caribou and moose. There were three people including him plus their gas
(80 gallons), tents and camping gear. They stayed over a week in this area. He estimated the
shallowest areas to be about 2' deep and the deepest 6'-8' which are normally around the bends of
the river. He said it stays deep for about a two week period. He stressed if it doesn’t rain, you
cannot reach these allotments. Near the allotments the river is between 30°-50" wide.

Impediments include rocks, boulders, strainers (underwater trees), sweepers (trees hanging in the
river) which begin at the mountains or near the Great Ridge. The rocks and boulders in the river
are very dangerous because they can easily puncture the aluminum boats, canoes and rafts.
During June and July one could reach the mountains but you could not go further untii the river
gets more water from the rain. He said that Eck residents boat the river to reach subsistence
areas, not to just sightsee or for any other reason. The rainy season starts in August to mid-
September and sometimes runs through September. When the beaver dams along side tributaries
begin to overflow from the rain, they add water to the river. The moose season lasts 9/1- 9!30
He stressed if there is no rain you can't even reach the mountains. :

When asked if one can use a boat, canoe or raft on the creek carrying about 1,000 pounds for
travel, trade and commerce, he said he wouldn’t recommend using any unmotorized boat such as
canoes or rafts. But one could reach these allotments with a 18"aluminum boat with a jet unit
loaded with 1,000 pounds if there is sufficient water. He emphasized again, to reach this area, if it
doesn't rain, you can’t get up this far. There are no commercial activities on the river. He said
Johnny White has been up the river many fimes (507)536-5150 but he'is out huntifig t6day.

April 27, 1998
Fritz said the fax I sent to him regarding the interview conducted 4/21/98 was correct. He said

that if BLM wanted to survey the allotments in the spring by boat they could make it but they
needed to take a cordless drill and some patches in case they hit bouiders and tore the boat. I told
him BLM most likely will use a helicopter. I also agreed to mail him a map of Eek River.

April 30, 1998

Johnny Hawk received the map of Eek River and said he normaliy boats to “Crescent Mountain”
a personal name he gave to describe the mountain situated within Secs. 20,21,28,29,30, T.1 N,
R. 67 W., SM. He said beginning in R. 66 W., the river is becomes very deep and stays deep to
the mouth of an unnamed creek in Sec. 4, T. 1 N, R. 65 W. After that point the river begins to
meander and become so shallow that you have to traverse it with a jet boat. Kenneth Henry who

happened to be in the office was in agreement with Johnny.

Awayak Creek
January 7, 1998. Scott Guyer looked at the Aerials for Awayak Creek in the Goodnews Bay

Quad B-5. Roll 3112, Frame 560, CIR 60, August 1982 and said that there were multi gravel
bars, downed trees, strainers, sweepers and the stream was too shallow.
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December 8, 1997
Memorandum:
To: File FF-14883 (75.4) Kwethluk Incorporated
From: Laura Lagstrom, Navigability Section (AK924)
Subject: Interviews for selected lands within Window 2029 Part [

Akulikutak River - mouth in Sec. 32, T. SN.. R. 68 W., SM. There are two village selections
on this river. One is located at mile 9 and the other at mile 32. (Based on the Storet Map).

Local people of Kwethluk depend on the Akulikutak to reach hunting, fishing and berry picking
areas and to gather wood. Most Kwethluk residents boat the river near the end of August when
the river is five to six feet deep. This lasts between two-four weeks. The river is also used during
the spring when ice dams on the Kuskokwim cause the river to rise. This usually lasts three to

four weeks. Most of those interviewed are able to boat to the north of Three Step Mountain in
Sec. 21, T. 6 N, R. 67 W_  SM.

January 23, 1997

Hlarion J. Nicolai (757-6019) said he boats the Akulikutak just about every vear for subsistence
hunting and gathering wood. He uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower propeller motor, Ilarion
said the best 1ime to boat the river is berween the 20th of August to the beginning of September
when the water is about 5'-6' deep. This high water lasts four to five weeks. His load normaily
includes one or two other people, tood, sleeping bags, extra clothes and a drum of gas. He boats
to just beyond Three Step Mountain. but once he went above the “Reindeer Corral” which is by
Coral Creek in Sec. 26.T. 5 N, R. 66 W., or mile 48. During the summer months of June and
July the river is about 1'-2’ deep and 15' wide. He said David Michael of Kwethluk ts very familiar
with the Akulikutak but he tives at fish camp year round and has no phone.

'File in Native Allotments F 16009, F17052, F15666



John Andrew-Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (1-800-621-5804) Bethel. John has a
Native allotment within Sec. 4, T. 5N., R. 66W. About five years ago he went moose hunting and
boated up to a locally known landmark, “Reindeer Corral” near Coral Creek which is in Sec. 26.,
T. SN. R. 66W. The river was exceptionally high (3'-5' deep) after the rain in August. He
believed it could stay this high for 2-4 weeks. John used a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower
Yamaha propeller motor. His load included another person, camping gear and 30-45 gallons of
gas. He believes during July when the niver is about 1'-2' deep, one could reach about haif way up
the river, He said the Akulikutak is boatable up to Three Step Mountain for 2-4 weeks in the fall
and 3-4 weeks after spring breakup.

January 28, 1997
In another interview John Andrew said before he owned an aluminum boat, he owned a 20' to
24' plywood boat with a 30 to 40-horsepower propeller motor. He used this to hunt moose,
caribou, and black bear in the fall. His load many times included two other people and camping
gear for a week. High water conditions begin near the end of August and last several weeks. He
feels that one could use a boat carrying 1000 pounds to mile 37 during spring, summer and fall.
1 there are sweepers, they use chain saws 10 remove them every year. During July when the river
gets as low as one foot, jet units go beyond Coral Creek. He said there is no guiding or
commercial activity on this river.

February 20, 1957

Carl Nose 757-6279 said that people can reach Three Step Mountain near mile 32 during the
spring and fall when the river is about knee-high to waist-high deep. People could boat past
Three Step Mountain but anly when the river is higher which lasts about two weeks. When he
goes hunting, Carl uses a 18' Lund with a 40-horsepower Yamaha propeller motor. There are

normally three people in the boat. camping gear and extra gas. They stay anywhere from one to
three days.

John Oweuns (757-6216) BIA Realty Specialist was in the BLM State office in December 1996.
He said the Akulikutak was boatable during high water periods past Three Step Mountain and
during low water periods to just below Three Step mountain. He pointed on the map to the area
just below the village selection in T. 6N.. R. 67 W, or around mile 32.

October 1, 1996

Nick N, Epchook 757-6498 the Mana&.er of the Native Store sent in a questionnaire that states .
he last boated this river atter spring breakup during May 1996 for hunting/birch fungus. He
reached just below Three Step Mountain with a 18' Lund Aluminum boat with a 50 horsepower
Honda motor. He said during the ““no rain season” in June and July the water drops down to
about 2'-3'. He feels one can only use a canoe during this time.
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Columbia Creek - mouth in Sec. 7. T.8 N, R. 66 W., SM. Located 28 miles east of Bethel and

flows northwesterly 18 miles into the Kasigluk River. There is one Native Allotment located at its
mouth and another two miles further.

September 1996

Y ako Fisher Sr.- (907- 757-63 14 wk; 757-6223 home) - P.O. Box 27, Kwethluk AK 99621 heir
to David Fisher's allotment located about two miles upstream. Yako said he uses Columbia
Creek in the spring during March to look for caribou by snow machine.

Qctcber 9, 1996

Joseph Guy - (907) 757-6827. President, Kwethluk IRA, said last fall he boated less than a mile
on the Columbia to pick cranberries. He used a 16'-18' LUND with a 30-40 Horsepower
propelier motor. In August the creek is about two to three feet deep which lasts from three to
four weeks. For one month between June and July the creek is about one foot deep. Overall, he
believes that one could use a boat, canoe or raft on the creek carrying about 1,000 pounds for
travel, trade and commerce for about 3/4 of a mile or less from the mouth. He felt after two miles
it would be too shallow and narrow for a 21' boat to turn around.

On December 5, 1996

John Owen, BIA Realty Specialist, came into the Alaska State office. He said that during the
summer, one could go through Albert Olick’s Native Allotment, but. after that one would run into
two or three beaver dams and it would be very shallow.

January 17, 1997 T
Frank Alfred (907) 757-6419 said he went hunting less than two miles upstream last September.
He used a 18' Lund boat with a 40-Horsepower propeller motor and carried a load that included
three people and camping gear for three days. It was about six feet wide at the mouth and there
were beaver dams about a mile upstream but Frank said one could go over them. The creek is
about 3' deep during June/July and 2'4-3' deep during August/beginning of September. Low
water occurs in late September until the beginning of winter or October. During that time he feels
no one can use the creek.

January 17, 1997

In an interview by phone. Joha QOwen (907)757-6216 said that last fall he went upstream about
3/4 of a mile to hunt for moose and caribou, He used a 18' LUND with a 45 horsepower
propeller motor. His load included two people and an extra 12 gallons of gas. He said the water
was about tive feet deep but that is always dependent on the rain. He said there was a lagoon at
the mouth which narrowed 1o 10" wide. There was a beaver dam about 1/4 mile upstream but he

went over the dam. High water occurs in ApriMay and August/September. Low water occurs
June and July.




Kushluk River - mouth in Sec. 25. T. 8 N._. R. 69 W_, SM. Local residents call this the
HI'ling’uth’tu’lik River or the North Fork of the Kwethluk. It is about 30 miles from Kwethluk
and used to reach berry picking. hunting and trap-fishing grounds. The NASA aerials show it to

be about two chains wide for a mile from its mouth. There is one Native Aliotment located near
mile six.

January 28, 1997

John Andrew-Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge §-800-621-5804, said he has frequently
traveled up and down the Kushluk or more locally known as either /Il ‘ling ‘uth 'tu ’lik, Birch
Creek or the North Fork of the Kwethluk River. He went caribou hunting in the fall of 1996 with
a |8' Lund with a 45-HP Yamaha propeller motor. His load was more than 1,000 pounds, Other
local people also hunt, berry pick and fish in this area. He knew where Madrona Helmick’s Native
allotment was and said the river is boatable spring, summer and fall from the mouth to her
allotment and beyond.

February 3, 1997

John Owen (907)757-6216. a BIA Realty Specialist in Kwethiuk, said the river is open from
spring to fall for boat travel. He said they are able to carry loads of 1,000 pounds with no
problem. I asked him specificallv about reaching Madrona Helmick’s Native allotment and he

said people are boating beyond her allotment for berry picking, hunting and fishing. It is wide,
deep and free of obstructions.

February 11, 1997

Phillip Guy {(907) 757-6613, a Land Planner for Kwethluk, said that the river is called
[II'ling’uth'tu'iik which means “many birch trees” and the name Kushluk is a misnomer. The
river is high in the spring during April and May because of ice dams on the Kuskokwim and high
in the fall during August and September after the rainy season. He boated this area [ast fall
around the middle of August to take his wife berry picking and to scout out hunting areas. He
used his 18’ Lund with a 30-HP propeller motor. He also owns a ISHP and 25HP motor which
he mounts on his boat according to how deep the water is in the area he is planning to travel to,
He said that the river is wide and deep up to Sec. 3, T. 7N., R 68 W, which is about four miles
beyond Madronna's allotment. At this point, the river gets very narrow and shallow to where he
had to tilt the motor to keep going. He said, “sometimes it's not much wider than a boat and you
have to find a wider spot to turn around.” Impediments at this point include shallow water,
underwater fogs, beaver dams and fallen trees. Low water conditions occur during June and July.

Anabranch of Kwethluk River locally known as “Net Creek™ or “Kuviak'ya'chal’vick.”
Approximately |3 miles lony, its upstream mouth is located in Sec. 17, T. 7N.. R. 68W. and its
downstream mouth is located in Sec. [5. T. 8N.. R. 69 W, SM. Annie Alexie’s Allotment, F-
17052B straddles the creek near mile 10 in Sec. 12, T. 7N, R. 69 W.. SM.




September 17, 1997

Wassillie Evan in an interview at the Oruanized Village of Kwethiuk office said he took three
people up the river in August 1997 with his 20" Alumaweld boat with a 45 horsepower propeller
motor. The river was 10'-15' deep and about 20' wide. He said this high water condition occurs
during the spring and fall. During June and July the river is between 6'-8' deep.

February 20, 1997

Carl Nose (757-6279) said Kwethluk residents call this creek “Kuviak'ya’chal’vick” or Net
Creek. Carl said the creek is navigable from spring to fall. He goes hunting every year for ducks,
geese, swan, white fish, pike and grayling. He uses an 18' Lund with a 40 horsepower propeller
motor. There are no obstructions however, there are some narrow portions 10-12' wide . The
last time he boated the creek was in May of 1996. There were three people in the boat plus extra
gas, food, camping gear and lots of ammunition. The river is 6' deep or more.

Frank Frank (hm 757-6920) said that the Kuviak’ya’chal’vick i3 open for boat traffic during the
spring, summer and fall. He has used 16" and 18’ Lunds with a 40 horsepower motor to fish and
hunt along this creek. He mentioned that it is a very narrow creek, 12' wide or more in places,
but it is deep enough for boat traffic. (about 4'-5' deep). Sometimes he carries over 1,000 pounds.
One can enter the river from either side with no problem.

A photograph in the historical site AA-010219in Sec. 11, T. 7N. R. 69 W. SM, for 2.5 acres
shows Okfirpaunlik emptying into a well defined and unobstructed ‘“Net Creek.” The name
()ifirpaunlik means “place of willow trees” and references the area rather than a specific place.

The investigation of this historical site revealed that this area was occupied in the late 1800s if not
earlier.

-

Left bank tributary of an anabranch of Kwethluk River locally known as “Vigauthtalik”-
Mouthin Sec. 12, T. 7N.. R. 69 W., SM. This stream flows through two lakes before exiting
into an anabranch of Kwethluk River. There are two Native allotments that straddle it within one
mile of it’s mouth. The overtlight in September 1997 revealed a very shallow efflucnt evidenced
by the niﬂes across its mouth and grass growing adjacent to it.

March 19, 1997

John Owen, BIA Realty Specialist (907) 757-6216 said local residents know this area as
(kfirpauntik and the stream is called “Vigauthtalik.” One can reach this stream via Net River or
“Kuviak 'va ‘chal 'vick” which is an anabranch of the Kwethluk River. John boated to the lake in
Sec. 25. T. TN., R. 69 W. of this township last spnng with a 18' Lund with a 50 horse power
motor. His load was about 500 pounds. Within Annie Alexie’s allotment is Section 12 of this
township. he says this stream is about 30'-40' wide during the spring (May & June) and about [0
}5' deep. Because he onlv boats this areaduring the spring, he guesses during the summer
months of July to the beginning of August it is probably about 2'-5' deep. And again in the fall it
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is probably 5'-10' deep. He thinks people could use the stream during the summer to get to their
allotments including the furthest upstream, Henry Frank in Sec. 19 T. 7N. R. 68W. SM.

Martin Andrew at (907) 757-6216 has boated to Sec. 25, T. 7N., R. 69 W. of this township
with a 14' aluminum boat with a 25HP propeller motor during the spring (May). His load
included |50 pounds of camping gear tor'less than a week. He believed peOple who have
allotments along this steam could get to them during high water which occurs in the spring and
fall and also during high water conditions in the summer. High water lasts 2-2 1/2 weeks

September 17,1997

Wassillie Evan came into the Kwethluk office while 1 was working with John Owen and said he
boated this stream last month around the middle of August. He used a 20' aluminum welded
tunnel boat with a 45 horsepower propeller motor. There were three people in the boat with no
load. He said high water conditions are normally between April/May and August/September and
last between one and two weeks. During this time it can get about 10'-15' deep. During June and
July it is about 1'-2' deep. He didn’t fee! anyone could use it during fow water. [ asked him if he
believed one can use a boat, canoe, raft on the creek carrying 1,000 pounds for travel trade and

commerce and he said only during high water conditions. He commented that there is some grass
in the water. One could use a canoe but with no load. .

On Qctober 7, 1997

Frank Nicori’s (907-757-6088) questionnaire stated he was berry picking in this area last
August with three other people in his 16' aluminum boat with a 40-horsepower propeller motor.
He estimates the following water levels: April-frozen; May-10"; June 6'-7', July 4'-5'; August 7-8",
September 1¢' or less. - There are no known impediments. He does not believe one can use a
boat, canoe or raft on the stream carrying 1,000 pounds for travel, trade and commerce during the
summer, but only during fall or spring high water conditions which last about a month.

Left Bank Tributary or “Old Kwethluk River’- mouth in Sec. 36, T. 6N, R. 68W . SM. Itis
about 10 miles to the Native Allotments of John Andrew (F19254A), Elizabeth Nicolai
(F18289C), Anna Nicolai (F15926) and the Regional Selection 14(h)1 AA10429. The aerials
(CIR 60, Roll 10, Frame 290, July 1980 & CIR 60, roll 03112, Frame 414, August 1982) show
the river to be open to Section 24, T, 5N., R. 68W_, SM,

John Andrew who works for YDNWR (1-800-621-5804), has an allotment in Sec, 24, T.5N,, R.
68 W., SM. John said he does not use the Old Kwethluk River to reach his allotment to moose
hunt in August because the river is too shallow (1'-2') and has too many sweepers and beaver
dams. He boats the Kwethluk River and walks a mile to his parcel. He describes the vegetation
as spongy tundra which makes packing out 1,000-1200 pounds of moose very difficult.



There is a 14(h)1 AA-10429, claim located between F19254A and F18289C. Oral accounts and
cultural remains indicate this was a small year round settlement which began at an unknown date
and ended in the early 1940s. The report stated the area is now used seasonaily by subsistence
hunters, especially by former site residents and their descendants.

Albert Nicolai {message through John Owen (907)757-6216) said the river is too shallow and
filled with beaver dams to boat in the spring and summer. His mother, Anna Nicolai, has an
allotment on this river. After the August rain, the river can get two feet deep, however, this only
last about two-three weeks. He uses a 16' Lund boat with 25 horsepower propeller motor. He
has seen others boat the river but they were using light boats with jet motors. When asked if he
believed one can use a boat, canoe or raft on the creek carrying 1,000 pounds for trave! trade and
commerce, his response was, “One could use a small boat with about 300 pounds.”

January 28, 1997

Anna Jacobson (907) 479-3482 said her nephew, Nick Epchuck Jr., took her and her husband up
the Old Kwethluk last year during the end of June/beginning of July to pick berries. She

- remembers they had to wait until the water was high enough. They used a 16' Lund aluminum
boat with a 25-horsepower motor and their load included camping gear. She said because Nick
was familiar with the channel, they were able to reach John Andrew’s Native allotment, however,
the river was very shallow, about 1-2' deep. She estimated the river to be about 20" wide. She
remembered seeing a fish counting station there but when I interviewed others familiar with this
river, they did not remember seeing a fish counting station.

Right bauk Tributary of Kwethluk River - mouth in Sec. 8, T. 5N., R. 67 W., SM. There s
one Native Allotment that straddles it about a mile upstream.

Qctober 30, 1996

Nick Epchuck, manager of the Native store and the son-in law 757-6220 said he went up to
Balassia’s allotment last summer to pick salmon berries. He said the creek could be used during
early spring, June and between the end of August to the end of September. He feels it is usable

for 3-4 weeks in the spring and the fall. High water is about 3-4 feet. Low water is '4' - |' deep.
One could go part way in the summer.

October 31, 1996

Ruth Nelson said when her parents lived up there all the time, they used to drift down the
Kwethluk in a skin boat. She said her parents used to walk from the Kwethluk River to get to
their parcel. Ruth said if the creek was usable, they would have used that. When I called her
again on November 29. 1996, Ruth affirmed her earlier statement that the allotment was
accessible by camping along the Kwethluk and walking to her mother's native allotment.




::_; 3 ,-? - K TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

o

‘_.

L. = el _E ."'J‘L.t: = ; "‘./ J\_\ ,:'}
/
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES / 8601 C STREET, SUITE 1122
j" gnmczgmaﬁ ALASKA 935035947
DIVISION OF LAND FAX (ony00as08
June 3, 1998 _ Akulikutak River Interim
: Summary Report
Attachment 13
L
Gust C. Panos, Chief
Branch of Mapping Sciences
Bureau of Land Management
Alaska State Office
222 W.7th Avenue, #13

Anchorage, AK 99513-7599
RE: Survey Window 2029 /IC’s 142, 213, 610, 633, and 675
Dear Mr. Panos:

We have reviewed your memorandum, dated January.13, 1998, for Survey Window 2029,
identifying navigable waters on public land.s selected undcr ANCSA It docs not address waters

" inholdings located in 48 townslups w1thm the Yukon Delta National Wild.hfe Refuge The state
would like to offer the following comments to be considered before survey.

First, the state agrees that the Kasigluk River and an unnamed stream in T. SN., R. 72 W, 8. M.
are meanderable. The state also agrees that Lomavik River is navigable along with the. Kas:gluk..
Akiilikutak, and Kushluk rivers and Net Creek.

Next, BLM stated that they were not considering the navigability of waterbodies associated with
Native allotments that were encompassed by land previously conveyed by Interim Conveyances
142, 213, 610, 633, and 675. This was in response to Calista Corporation’s request that no
navigability redeterminations be made on previously conveyed lands within the Calista region.
Regardless of Calista Corporation’s request, the BLM is required to review navigability based on
the current applicable standards. At a minimum, waters adjacent to or crossing selected
allotments within this survey window should be evaluated consistent with the Department of the
Interior’s policy summarized in the March 16, 1976 memorandum from Associate Solicitor Hugh
C. Gamner, as well as the Ninth Circuit Court decision Alaska v. Ahtna, Inc., 891 F.2d 1401 (%th
Cir. 1989). The allotrnents that have been selected in this area remain in federal ownership until
conveyed to the individual allotee. They do not constitute previously conveyed lands. The state
suggests that BLM invite Calista Corporation to reconsider their request in light of the fact that



BLM is required to review navigability on these allotments before conve)nng them into private
ownership.

The state has examined the information BLM provided in conjunction with the appropriate
Master Title Plats and the U.S.G.S quadrangle maps. In general we found that it was almost
impossible for the state to verify the allotment locations in relation to surrounding waters without
reviewing individual aerial photographs. Because we have not reviewed the aerial photographs
we may have inadvertently excluded an allotment from our review. However, based on available
information, the state asserts that most of the waters in this region are continually used as an
integral part of the communities transportation system, meet the standard of susceptibility as a
highway of commerce and, consequently, should be meandered from any allotment survey.

The obviously navigable waters within this survey window are the Akulikutak, K wethiuk, and
Kushiuk rivers as well as Kuskokuak Siough. In addition to these rivers there are hundreds of
tributaries and lakes that are susceptible to navigation. Numerous allotments within the survey
window are located on or near each of these rivers. (See attached table)

The Kuskokwim drainage is the second largest watershed in the state. Draining the slopes of the
Alaska Range and the Kuskokwim Mountains, the main channel flows 680 miles to the Bering
Sea south of the Yukon River. The Kuskokwim River and its interconnecting sloughs have been
used for thousands of years for travel, subsistence, hunting and fishing. According to the Yukon
Delta Refuge Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
acknowledges the state’s ownership of navigable watér within the refuge. In the CCP, the
U.S.F.W.S. acknowledged that the Kasigluk, Kuskowim, and the Tuluksak rivers are navigable..

Occupation of the Yukon Delta has been dated back to 7000 BC. Five to six groups of Yupik-
" speaking Eskimos lived in this area. Transportation among the groups was provided in open
water seasons by both open skinboats and kayaks. Today, during the summer season boats are
used on all the major rivers in the refuge. The most important use of these rivers is for travel.
The lack of a road system within the refuge makes the locals even more dependent on the
waterways to transport food and supplies. Locals use the rivers for hunting, fishing, subsistence,
and travel to fish Eamps; allotments, and bétween communities. All types of boats are used
including riverboats, canoes, and other small watercraft. The Kuskokwim, Kwethiuk, and
Kasigluk rivers are the most heavily used for commercial purposes, subsistence, and recreation.
The Kwethluk, Kisaralik, and Andreafsky Rivers are the primary rivers used by non-local sport
anglers. The Akulikutak and the Kushluk rivers are tributaries of the Kwethluk River. They also
receive documented boat use.

In conclusion, based on the information gathered, both locals and non-locals use all the rivers
previously mentioned for a variety of activities which clearly demonstrates their susceptibility to
use as a highway of commerce. Trave! on these waterways is vital to the survival of the
communities. All the waterways noted for this survey window meet the minimum BLM
standards for navigability and should therefore, be meandered from the survey.



We appreciate your attention to the state’s request to evaluate these waters consistent with your
policy. If you would like to discuss our position or need additional information, please contact
Kamie Simmons by phone at 267-2242.

Sincerely,

e

Jane Angvik

Director

¢cc:  Jim Culbertson, DL
Bill Brown, DL
Terry Petterson, DL
Joanne Grace, DOL
Tina Cunning, ADF&G
Robir Willis, ADF&G
Calista Regional Corporation
Kokarmuit Corporation
Oscarville Native Corporation
Bethel Native Corporation
Napakiak Corporation
Napaskiak Corporation
Kwethluk Incorporated



Native Allotment Applications in Survey Window 2029 a1 Ri :

AEKULIKUTAK RIVER F-19256

F-16010 F-17056

F-14883-A2 - F-17075
F-17051

EKWETHLUX RIVER

F-13559

F-16012

F-16483

F-19254

F-18289 Parcel C

F-15926

F-17221

F-17210

F-17222

© F17057

Tril . £ X nluk Ri
F-16181

F-17052

F-17210Parcel B

F-17607

F-17078

F-17217

EUSHLUK RIVER
F-16009

KUSXOKUAK SLOUGH
F-17052 Parcel B
F-17217

F-17206

F-17066

F-18288





